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Dum spiro, spero.
(While I breathe, I hope.)
This saying could well be the motto of cancer survivors and re-

searchers alike. In this issue, we meet just a few of the people at
Queen’s battling this disease. Some of them are expanding our
knowledge of how cancer operates and creating more effective treat-
ments. Some of them are banding together, calling upon the exper-
tise of colleagues in disciplines quite different from their own, to
tackle questions about cancer in new ways. In this issue, you’ll meet
people coordinating an international trial that could signal an end to
early-stage lung cancer. You’ll meet people advocating for them-
selves and their fellow patients; raising funds and awareness to sup-
port cancer research; clarifying complex guidelines for survivorship
care; and making medical breakthroughs. The fight against cancer
continues, as it has for decades. It takes a long time, it takes many
forms, and it takes the efforts of many people. 

In every issue of the Review, I can only offer you a sample of stories
that address a much larger topic. For this issue, I have focused on the
positive stories, of hope and progress, of collaboration and success.

There are so many other stories
though, of frustration, despair,
pain, and loss. I hear some of
those stories when I talk with
family and friends of Queen’s
alumni and faculty members
who have lost their lives to can-
cer or other illness. But when I
talk to the bereaved – whether
they are spouses, children, par-
ents or classmates – our conver-
sations quite often then turn to
the positive. They tell me about
the wonderful memories they
have of the person they lost: his

or her accomplishments, idiosyncrasies, and sense of humour (so of-
ten found in Queen’s grads and faculty members) and the love they
had for their family and friends. I have been privileged to be part, in a
small way, of the celebration of their lives. 

And just as the individuals who lost their lives to cancer were not
defined by their disease, the same is true for those living with can-
cer. They have a lot to deal with, after their diagnosis, during their
treatment, and even post-treatment. You’ll learn a little more about
survivorship care issues in our talk with Marian Luctkar-Flude. But
people living with cancer are not their cancer and they are not to be
mourned prematurely. They may need a little more support from
you. They may, as Karen Nicole Smith tells us, be a little more frank
than usual about what they need from their friends, their colleagues,
and their health-care providers. Be there for them if you can.

Dum spiro, spero.

Andrea Gunn
Editor
review@queensu.ca

editor’s
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letters
TO THE EDITOR

On our art issue
Fine coverage of art at Queen’s in 
the  Review. Glad to see André Biéler
 mentioned en passant. His art history
course was probably the best course 
I took at Queen’s. 
James Shute, arts’59
Professor emeritus, university of Guelph

As I mentioned in
Issue 2, renowned
artist André Biéler
was a professor
and the resident
artist of Queen’s
University from
1936 to 1963 and
the founding direc-
tor, in 1957, of the
Agnes Etherington
Art Centre. The

Agnes has a number of his paintings includ-
ing this 1946 work, Kingston Market.

Help find a long-lost 
host family
Dear editor,

My name is James (Jimmy) Tang Siu-ki. 
I graduated from Queen’s in 1971 (mba). 
I came to Canada in September 1969. On
the first day of my arrival to Queen’s as a
foreign student, I was at a loss. Luckily, 
I was  directed to the Queen’s University
 International Centre (quic) at the  Student
Union building for help.

The quic located a family to provide
me with accommodation in their home 
for three or four days. During that period,
the wife and husband drove me around
Kingston for sightseeing and to look for 
a rental room to stay. They treated me 
for  every breakfast, lunch and dinner. 
They even took me for a movie. I really
 appreciate their hospitality and kindness. 

I believe the wife’s name was either
Carol or Cathy but I forget their last name.
I remember that she was a third-year
 student (graduated in 1970?) 
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I am sorry that I can’t provide any further infor-
mation. At that time, I was in a state of cultural
shock – to come from a big city (Hong Kong, with
more than 4 million people at that time) to a small
town of 50,000.

I had been working overseas but am now
 retired and living in Toronto. I need your help, if
possible, to locate the family. I hope that it is not
too late for me to tell them how grateful I am.

I can be reached by email (jamestang88@
hotmail.com) or phone: (905) 886-9555.
James Tang, MBa’71

On Allie Vibert Douglas
In 1950 when, at 17, I was in Arts’54, students were
less sophisticated than they are now and it was
 appropriate to hold professors in respect.

The Cold War was real. It was difficult to enter
the Soviet Union and, I daresay, more difficult 
to get out. Dean Allie Vibert Douglas and as-
tronomers from Japan and elsewhere were
 frequent fliers into and out of Moscow.

I had some sort of responsibility in a meeting 
in which Dean Douglas and the head of the
 Department of Anatomy at McGill University were
guests. The dean and I were early and waiting at
one end of the hallway in the Students’ Union
building. The professor entered from the outside
sunlight halfway down the hall and turned to-
wards us. Then he and she began running towards
one another, he shouting, “Allie!” and she, “Cecil!”

They hugged one another. I did not know
where to look.
Andrew A. Horn, arts’54, Meds’57

In memoriam: Ken Russell
It was a pleasure to be in Dr. Russell’s second-year
Physical Chemistry class (1983–84). He treated
 every student with the greatest respect and was
 always full of enthusiasm and good humour. 
He truly was a wonderful man. 
Andrew Davies, Meds’88 

Read a tribute to Dr. Kenneth Russell by his daughter
Celia, Artsci’80, in the digital  Review. 

Re: “Climate action plan”
Issue 2, 2016

I was pleased to read that Queen’s University has
developed a climate action plan to contribute to
combatting global atmospheric warming. Upon
reading the plan I was encouraged by the concrete
steps that the university has initiated to reduce
emissions.

However, I am puzzled by the adoption of a 
net-zero emission goal for 2040.

About eight years ago I discovered an informa-
tive bar graph showing the annual per capita green-
house gas emissions level of the 33 most populous
nations. Canada’s level of emission is comparable
to the United States at 20 tonnes co2e per capita
annually. The global average per capita emission
level, at that time, was about 4 tonnes. A sustain-
able level of emission, at that time, was 1 tonne.

So the faculty, staff, and students of Queen’s
might be considered to be entitled to a sustainable
annual ghg emission of about 0.5 tonne co2e
 (prorating 50:50 home/work allocation of 1 tonne
total).

Based on a faculty and staff of about 3,975
 people and a full-time enrollment of about 21,700
students, then I estimate that Queen’s may sustain-
ably emit about 9,200 tonnes co2e  annually.
Adopting the goal of 9,200 tonnes in 2040 is more
realistic and grounded than buying suspect carbon
credits.
Derek Wilson, sc’71 (Civil), Ms.(northwestern ’73), Peng.

I asked Aaron Ball, Sustainability Manager, Queen’s
University, to respond to Mr. Wilson’s query. He writes,

The Queen’s cap was designed to position
Queen’s as a leader on climate action in the com-
munity. The goal of carbon neutrality by 2040 is
 intended to inspire innovation and encourage our
community to take collective action on addressing
climate change. 

While this goal might be considered aspira-
tional by some, through our lists of potential initia-
tives we wanted to demonstrate that carbon neu-
trality can actually be achieved. The identified
strategies are options for what we believed to be a
possible path forward, based on today’s technolo-
gies and policy developments. This mix does in-
clude the possibility of purchasing offsets as the
 final solution to bridge the last gap.

It is important to note that our strategies are not
intended to be prescriptive, as we recognize the
need to be flexible and responsive to advancing
technology solutions and opportunities. It will be
the task of our implementation committee to as-
sess the viability of a variety of initiatives as the
group manages and implements solutions towards
achieving each of the milestone targets in 2020,
2030 and 2040. There will be lots of effective
 projects considered and implemented long before
serious discussions are necessary as to whether
Queen’s should or should not purchase offsets.
 Additionally, it is quite encouraging to see what is
happening at both the provincial and federal level
in terms of climate change action. 

For now, the focus will be on achieving substan-
tial campus carbon reductions and meeting our
first target milestone of 35% in 2020. B
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FROM THE 

principal

We all know that Queen’s offers a fantastic
 student experience, inside and outside the

classroom (it can of course always be made better,
and we’ve made considerable progress on a
 number of fronts in recent years, with our in-
creased support for experiential education and 
for student mental and physical health). But we’re
also a  research-intensive university, a member of
the  original Canadian g-10 group of research
 universities (now the u15), and have, for our size, 
a relatively high proportion of graduate students
and post-doctoral researchers within our commu-
nity. We have forged institutional partnerships
with leading universities across the globe, and 
our  faculty are increasingly involved in major
 collaborative research initiatives. Our faculty
 regularly achieve major national recognition such
as elevation to the Royal Society of Canada or
most recently the Molson Prize, awarded to
 Professor John McGarry. 

This year, we made a major breakthrough in
 international awards with Art McDonald’s Nobel
Prize, the ultimate recognition, not only of the
work of Art and his collaborators within and
 outside Queen’s, but also for the vision of the 
sno experiment’s earliest advocates, 30 years ago.
As I said in a previous column, we’d like more 
of these. To get there, however, to become a
 university as recognized internationally for the
outstanding quality of its research in several fields,
we need to raise our game a bit, and we will need
to make some choices. 

Earlier this year, Vice-Principal (Research)
Steven Liss and I commissioned an external re-
view of our research enterprise and in particular
of administrative support for it in order to help us
develop a clearer roadmap for research promi-
nence. At time of writing, that report had not yet
been received, but I fully expect it to provide some
useful suggestions for improvement. We will also
be updating our Strategic Research and Academic
Plans later this year. Stay tuned to this column for
updates and progress reports.

I have spoken often of Queen’s distinctive role
as a ‘balanced academy’. In that balance, research
and the student experience should be regarded 
as complementary, not oppositional. A renewed
commitment to developing a research culture
needs to involve everyone, including our under-
graduate students who hunger for more opportu-

Strengthening the 
research culture at Queen’s
BY PRINCIPAL DANIEL WOOLF

nities to conduct research on their own or as part
of a team. I still get a thrill recalling my first time 
in the Queen’s Archives working for the late
 Professor George Rawlyk in 1979. Such opportuni-
ties need to be available across the university, 
and not just in large labs of our stem departments
and institutes. 

Meanwhile, this magazine will continue to
 feature some of our ground-breaking research.
One of our strongest areas, profiled in this issue, is
cancer research, both basic science and the clinical
testing of drugs. Earlier this summer I was treated
to a tour of the Canadian Cancer Trials Group, a
multi-university collaboration headquartered at
Queen’s, and of Professor Madhuri Koti’s lab in the
Cancer Research Institute. All of these endeavours
included undergraduate, graduate and post-doc-
toral researchers as well as faculty and staff. It was
yet another reminder that research, like teaching,
is a combination of individual insight and inspira-
tion and collaboration with both one’s peers and
one’s students. 

Postscript: And, speaking of collaboration, in my
last column I referred to a new book entitled 
The Slow Professor, which focused on humanities
 research. I neglected to mention that the book’s  
co-author (with Professor Maggie Berg) is Barbara
 Seeber, a Queen’s PhD alumna and professor of
English at Brock University. B
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Principal Woolf with Madhuri Koti and Nichole Peterson in Professor Koti’s
lab at the Queen’s Cancer Research Institute.



Here are some articles that 
Queen’s alumni and friends 
might like to read:
• Music composition in honour of Nobel 

Prize winner

• Homecoming – Friday, Oct. 14 – Sing the 
Oil Thigh at the SHOWCASE performance,
accompanied by the Queen’s Symphony
Orchestra.

• The Tragically Hip receive honorary degrees

DAN SCHOOL OF DRAMA AND MUSIC
Read our new electronic ALUMNI AND FRIENDS NEWSLETTER
sdm.queensu.ca/newsletter
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QUIDnovi?*being a compendium of “what’s new” on campus

OCT. 25 

The Page
Lectures
the annual Page lectures series,
hosted by the Queen’s department
of english language and literature,
honours the late kingston writer
and artist Joanne Page. each year, a
distinguished writer is invited to
give a lecture on the subject of “the
page.” this year, the series wel-
comes award-winning poet and
novelist John steffler, who was
 Parliamentary Poet laureate of
Canada from 2006 to 2008. Watson
hall, room 517, 2:30–4 pm.

New appointments to the Order of Canada
John McGarry, oC, FrsC, a profes-
sor in the department of Political
studies, was named as an officer of
the order of Canada for his efforts
to promote peace and stability in
some of the world’s most danger-
ous and conflicted regions. over
the past 30 years, dr. McGarry has
been a leading expert in the study
of how political systems are or-
dered in countries or regions facing
deep divisions along racial, ethnic,
or religious lines. he has been
sought as an adviser or expert by
governments and agencies around
the globe. Most recently, he has
served as lead adviser on power-
sharing and governance in the un-
backed negotiations in Cyprus that
aim to reunify the island. in July, dr.
McGarry also received the 2016
thomas henry Pentland Molson
Prize by the Canada Council for the
arts in recognition of his work.

also honoured in the June 30 appointments were:

Piers Handling, oC, arts’71, lld’16 (director of the toronto international
Film Festival) for his success in transforming the tiFF into a fixture of world
and Canadian film.

Isabel Bassett, CM, o.ont., arts’60 (former Ceo of tv ontario/tFo and politi-
cian) for her community engagement and commitment to the advancement
of women and public service, notably in educational broadcasting.

Harriet MacMillan, CM, Meds’82 (Professor, McMaster university) for her
work as a psychiatrist and pediatrician who seeks to prevent, reduce and
 respond to family  violence.

Michel Picher, CM, law’72 (labour arbitrator) for his contributions in his
field, including the improvement of labour-management  relations in several
key Canadian  industries.

Deborah Poff, CM, artsci’77, (executive vice-President and Provost,  Pacific
Coast university) for her  contributions to the success of  academic institu-
tions as an administrator, and for her efforts to create educational opportu-
nities for  indigenous peoples.

Glenda Yeates, CM, artsci’80, MPa’81 (former deputy Minister of health) for
her service within the governments of saskatchewan and Canada, notably
for her immense contributions to maintaining and improving health care for
 Canadians.

John McGarry 
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New director for Policy Studies
in June, Principal Woolf announced the appointment of david Walker as interim executive director of the Queen’s
school of Policy studies, effective July 1. dr. Walker is a professor and former dean of the Faculty of health sciences
and is cross-appointed to the school of Policy studies. he chaired the Province of ontario’s expert Panel on sars,
was inaugural chair of the Crown agency Public health ontario, was the alternate level of Care lead for the
province reporting to then-Minister deb Matthews, chaired the Principal’s Commission on Mental health at Queen’s,
and coordinated the planning for the university’s 175th anniversary activities.

in addition to dr. Walker’s appointment, Principal Woolf has established a commission to study and develop
 recommendations for revitalizing Queen’s presence in the arena of public policy and as a source of advice to govern-
ments, including but not limited to the school of Policy studies. Membership of the commission will be announced
this fall. the commission will seek comprehensive input from Queen’s faculty, staff, students and alumni as well as
members of the public service community. the commission will submit a report to Principal Woolf by next spring.

Student Code
of Conduct
approved
in May, the Board of trustees ap-
proved a revised student Code of
Conduct that forms the foundation
for the new student non-academic
misconduct system at Queen’s. the
Queen’s university advisory Commit-
tee on non-academic Misconduct
(aCnaM), chaired by Principal Woolf,
began an extensive consultation
with the Queen’s community in
 october 2015.

the committee was established
following direction from the Board of
trustees for the university to review
its current non-academic miscon-
duct policies and procedures with
the aim of improving the system to
support student safety, health and
wellness. the committee included
representation from across the
 university, including three student
representatives from the Queen’s
alma Mater society, Queen’s society
of Graduate and Professional
 students, and a student senator.

the review continued throughout
the 2015–16 academic year, conclud-
ing in april. Feedback received
 during this review informed and
 contributed to the drafting of the
student Code of Conduct. in addi-
tion to the consultations held with
various groups, the university’s
 community was invited to comment
on the revisions to the student Code
of Conduct in april. read the Code 
of Conduct online at queensu.ca/
studentconduct.

IN MEMORIAM
Sergio A. Bencosme, Professor emeritus (Pathology), died May 1.

Nathan Kaufman, Professor emeritus (Pathology and Molecular Medicine), 
died May 11.

Derek Bone, retired professor (Chemical engineering), died May 14.

Peter Platenius, Professor emeritus (Psychology), died May 15.

A.C. “Bert” Hamilton, Professor emeritus (english), died June 14.

Anthony Geramita, Professor emeritus (Mathematics & statistics), died June 22.

Please see the digital Review for obituaries for dr. kaufman and dr. Bencosme.

if you have memories of these professors you would like to share, 
please email us at review@queensu.ca. 
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David Babin 
Calgary, AB

David Cook 
Kingston, ON

Keltie Gale 
Toronto, ON

Alison Holt 
Toronto, ON

Colin Lynch 
Toronto, ON

Sana Mahmood 
Karachi, Pakistan

Drew McNaughton 
Markham, ON

Susan Moellers 
Toronto, ON

Michael Parsche 
Ottawa, ON

Krystyna Williamson 
Calgary, AB

Results of 2016 Elections to
University Council by Alumni

QUEEN’S UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS

queensu.ca/secretariat/elections/university-council
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Legendary Queen’s football
coach Doug Hargreaves

(ba’60, lld’12) died July 5 
after a several-year battle with
cancer. He was 84.

“I was deeply saddened to
hear of Doug’s passing, and on
behalf of the entire university, 
I would like to express my
 sincere condolences to all his
family and friends,” said Princi-
pal Daniel Woolf. “Doug was a
very special part of campus and
Kingston life for many years,
 influencing hundreds if not
thousands during his lengthy
tenure as coach of the Gaels.
His presence will live on in the
memories and experiences he
shared with so many.”

Doug Hargreaves, dubbed 
by the press as “one of the win-
ningest coaches in Canadian
college history,” led the Gaels

Out in a ‘blaze of glory’
for 19 years, from 1976 to 1994.
During that time, the Gaels
made the playoffs 16 times, won
nine conference championships,
three national semi-final Bowl
games, played for three Vanier
Cups (winning twice!), and
 finished with an overall record
of 110-59-3. He was named
Coach of the Year in Canadian
college football in 1983, was
 instrumental in starting the
 national football coaching certi-
fication program and a pioneer
in exporting the game overseas.
He was the catalyst behind the
Queen’s Football Hall of Fame
and the formation of the Gaels
Football Club, an organization
for football alumni. For these
and other efforts, he received
the university’s Distinguished
Service Award (1995), the John
Orr Award (1997), the Jim
 Bennett Award and an honorary
doctorate. He was also named
to the Queen’s Football Hall of
Fame and the Kingston Sports
Hall of Fame. As the young
would say, “Not too shabby!”

Despite the success, and
these many honours, he was
 understated, modest even.
 Always upbeat, he put a high
value on the quality of play 
and the integrity of the players,
especially the academic, and he
was also a great mentor to his
assistant coaches. He gave re-
spect, and received it in turn.
For many, what made it all work
was his equally legendary wit,
bitterly ironic humour and his
emphasis on the bon mot. This
may have come from his many
years in and around the military
(he served for 14 years in the
rcaf, several years of which
were as a pilot and flying in-
structor) or from sailing (which
he also enjoyed). Both flying
and sailing call upon the need
to keep one’s cool in tough
 situations, especially as a leader.

Good preparation for a head
football coach!

Many of his sayings have
 become the subject of legend
themselves: “The players can’t
understand why we’re losing.
They have to remember we’re
not that good!” Dick Bakker, a
member of the ’78 Vanier Cup
team, called Doug to inquire
about his health: this was about
two weeks before Doug’s death.
“He sounded good to me,” said
Dick, “so I told him: Doug, you
sound fine.’ His reply? ‘You bet-
ter get your hearing checked!’”
There was more than a touch 
of Yogi Berra, Casey Stengel or
Frank Tindall in Doug’s wit. 

Referring to Frank Tindall,
his predecessor, was something
Doug Hargreaves did a lot.
When Doug retired, he quoted
Frank who, in ruminating on
Joan of Arc’s manner of leaving,
had decided that perhaps “a
blaze of glory” was not always
the thing. One has to believe
that the phrase is pretty apt,
though, in Doug’s case. He was
a truly fine guy for whom many,
including his former assistant
coaches and players, retain an
enormous respect. In addition
to the many honours, this is
perhaps as fine a legacy as any
man could wish for and consti-
tutes its own, well-earned,
 going out in a “blaze of glory.”
We will all miss him.

B Merv Daub
Professor Emeritus, Business
Assistant football coach 
(1976-78 and 1991)

In the digital Review, read
 another tribute to Doug
 Hargreaves by John Lynch,
Artsci’79, Ed’81, MEd’86, Assis-
tant football coach (1979–87).
Plus, we’ve posted a video
 tribute created by Lynn Har -
greaves in honour of her father. 
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QUID
novi?

Richardson Stadium update
richardson stadium has its official opening on sept. 17, coinciding with the stadium’s inaugural football game as the
Queen’s Gaels host the Western Mustangs. the stadium revitalization project, which began in July 2015, features ex-
panded amenities including new seats and concessions, improved sightlines for fans, state-of-the-art scoreboards,
and new video board and sound system. the finishing touches were added this august, as the stadium was con-
verted to artificial turf.  the revitalization project began with a lead gift of $10 million from Queen’s alumni stu, sc’74,
and kim lang, artsci’76. the richardson Foundation contributed an additional $5 million to the project, with total
donations exceeding $17 million. the university has invested an additional $3 million for infrastructure support.

Gaels 2016 
football 
schedule

aug. 21 at McGill 
(exhibition)

aug. 28 at laurier 

sept. 10 at Guelph

sept. 17 vs. Western

sept. 24 vs. toronto

oct. 1 at Waterloo

oct. 7 at McMaster

oct. 15 vs. Windsor

oct. 22 vs. ottawa

Every year, Queen’s travels the world to 
attract bright, talented and inquisitive students 
to join our Kingston and U.K. campuses.

This fall, our sta- will travel to more than 1,000 locations to visit schools, 
meet counsellors, attend conferences, and host receptions, all to .nd the 
right students to join the Queen’s class of 2021!

We look to our alumni and friends to help us recruit those students.

If you know bright, talented students considering their university options, talk to
them about Queen’s. Let them know about our information sessions this fall in the
Greater Toronto Area, Calgary, Halifax, Regina, and Vancouver. We’d love to meet
them and talk to them about being part of the Queen’s class of 2021.

To see a full list of our Canadian and international recruitment activities, visit

queensu.ca/admission/events
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SCENE

Spring celebrations

Over 21 ceremonies in May and June, 4,528 members of the Queen’s class 
of 2016 became Queen’s alumni, celebrating with classmates, family and

professors.  Find more photos from the spring convocation ceremonies on 
Flickr: flickr.com/photos/queensucanada/albums

As part of Queen’s 175th anniversary celebrations, all 2016 honorary degree
recipients are Queen’s alumni. Here are some words of wisdom from our 
newest lld, dsc and dd degree recipients.

“look out for that opportunity to help shape someone’s path,
just like don did for me.”
Robert Marsh, Com’07 (and past sobey scholarship recipient) 

on behalf of Donald Creighton Rae Sobey, Com’57, LLD’16

“trust in your Queen’s community: 
she’ll be there for you. she always has been.”
P. Kim Sturgess, Sc’77, DSc’16

“accept that success is something best
savoured collectively, not individually.”
Gord Sinclair, Artsci’86, LLD’16
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“First we had atoms and electrons, and then smaller particles became ‘supreme-o’
leptons, quarks, muons, bosons, anti-quarks and even the neutrino!
the neutrinos isolated underground in sudbury do not have much size,
But this discovery resulted in Queen’s Professor Mcdonald’s… nobel Prize!”
Stephen Safe, Arts’62, MSc’63, DSc’16

“your task is to wake each day committed to a
life of grace, humility, connection, compassion,
justice for each other and the natural world.”
Brian Yealland, MDiv’72, DD’16

“Be mindful of how you’re interacting
with others. you can change, not only
your own, but others’ life courses.”
Debra Pepler, PHE’73, Ed’74, DSc’16

“i encourage you to consider where change is
needed and to play your role in initiating those
changes that will improve the human experience.”
Eileen Hutton, NSc’74, DSc’16

“you do not know your own power.
start believing in it.”
Piers Handling, Arts’71, LLD’16

“Find a major problem – maybe a
global problem, a national problem,
maybe a local problem… and work
to fix it with a passion and a hunger
and an urgency as if your life
depended on it.”
Ali Velshi, Artsci’94, LLD’16

“you are not in a dress rehearsal of your
life to come; you’re there already.”
Ronald McCallum, LLM’74, LLD’16

“lead a self-examined life. dig in. don’t be a carbon
copy of what appears to be happiness. know who you
are and you will love the thing you do.”
Wendy Crewson, Artsci’77, LLD’16

B You can watch Dr. Safe’s full convocation poem, as well as the rest of the
spring convocation ceremony videos, online: bit.ly/QAR31656
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a public health

If Betty Draper, one of the female leads in the retro tv series
Mad Men, had been diagnosed with lung cancer today rather
than in 1970, her projected life expectancy would be almost the
same. Despite dramatic advances in the treatment of other
types of cancer over the past 45 years, there have been no such
breakthroughs for people suffering from lung cancer: its
mortality rate remains higher than breast, prostate and
colorectal cancers combined. An international research team
aims to change that.

crısıs
Tackling

Researchers at Queen’s run the world’s first clinical trial
using immunotherapy to fight early-stage lung cancer

BY NANCY DORRANCE
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Staring perplexed at her computer screen in a
back office of the Canadian Cancer Trials
Group (cctg) behind Botterell Hall, Carolyn

Wilson felt a growing sense of frustration. As the
study coordinator responsible for data manage-
ment on what should have been an enticing new
lung cancer study, she couldn’t understand why 
so few people were enrolling. 

After all, the trial was testing an exciting and
potentially life-saving new treatment for a devas-
tating disease that kills more Canadians each year
than any other type of cancer. But the intake fig-
ures that she reviewed daily were disappointingly
low. Ms. Wilson knew that if the trial wasn’t com-
pleted in a reasonable amount of time, medical
 science might move elsewhere and an opportunity
to provide the best treatment to patients who
 desperately needed it would be lost. What could
possibly be wrong, she wondered? 

A “big, heavy truck” of an 
international trial
That question concerned other members of Ms.
Wilson’s team, too. Although they never meet the
patients who enrol in clinical trials, Ms. Wilson
and her behind-the-scenes colleagues are commit-
ted to providing top technical and administrative
support for the cctg’s front-line clinicians and
 investigators seeking new ways to fight cancer.
“Science and research are my passions, and I’ve
 always wanted to help improve the quality of
 patients’ lives,” says Ms. Wilson, who received her
MSc in biochemistry from Queen’s in 2004. “This
job gives me a great opportunity to do both.”

In the end it was Chris O’Callaghan, the senior
investigator for the study, who devised an innova-
tive yet simple solution to their problem. Ensuring
that enrolment figures stay on target is just one of
many challenges he faces on a daily  basis – partic-
ularly at the beginning of a large study such as
this, when treatment centres from countries
around the world are coming on board, many with
their own unique requirements. “It’s a bit like
 starting a big, heavy truck,” he notes wryly. “A lot
of things need to be set in motion initially, but
once you’ve got momentum it doesn’t take long to
build up speed!”

Deciding which direction that truck should go,
and ensuring there will be enough fuel to reach its
destination, require timely input and collaboration
from a number of key people. 

University of Ottawa oncologist Glen Goss
wrote the initial proposal for the current trial,
 negotiated with global biopharmaceutical
 company AstraZeneca for support, and acts as
principal investigator for all participating centres 
worldwide, as well as leading his institution’s
 participation in Canada. Dr. O’Callaghan is the

“point person” responsible for everything related
to the study’s day-to-day operation and the track-
ing of results. Other key contributors include cctg
Director Janet Dancey; Lesley Seymour, Director
of the cctg’s  Investigational New Drug Program;
and cctg senior biostatistician Keyue Ding.

Building on the work of 
30 previous trials
Called br.31 – because it’s the 31st cctg trial in the
“bronchus” (lung) category – this study builds on
the findings of its 30 predecessors. Before 2004,
people whose tumours had been surgically re-
moved continued to be monitored but received no
further treatment. Most saw a recurrence of their
disease, and the majority did not survive five years.
Positive results from the br.10 trial, also conducted
by the cctg and published that year, showed that
the addition of chemotherapy following surgery re-
duced patients’ risk of death by 30 per cent. Almost
overnight, post-surgical chemo became standard
practice in the treatment of early-onset lung cancer. 

But investigators wanted to move the survival
rates even higher. They continued to test other
promising leads, including targeted drugs that they
hoped would prevent lung cancer cells from grow-
ing. Unfortunately, this method didn’t benefit the
study’s focus group: early-stage patients whose
 cancer hadn’t spread and who had been treated
with both surgery and chemotherapy.

In 2014, Queen’s and the Canadian Cancer
 Trials Group launched br.31 to test a new type of
immunotherapy drug designed to help the body’s
own immune system recognize and attack cancer
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Chris O’Callaghan and Carolyn Wilson.



Each year 26,000 Canadians are diagnosed
with lung cancer and the vast majority will die of
the disease. It has the highest mortality rate of any
cancer, accounting for approximately 30 per cent
of all cancer deaths: more than breast, prostate
and colorectal cancer combined.

Undoubtedly the connection between smoking
and lung cancer, first established in the early
1960s, is at least partly responsible for the dis-
ease’s low profile and feeble fundraising appeal.
That may also help explain why the nine-month
prognosis given in 1970 to heavy smoker Betty
Draper, a fictional character in the tv series 
Mad Men, would not be much longer today. 

Glen Goss believes the impact of decreased
smoking in the general population will be reflected
soon in a falling incidence of lung cancer. (Approxi-
mately 85 per cent of current patients with lung
cancer are smokers, which correlates with the inci-
dence of smoking by br.31 trial participants.) But,
“We are very concerned about what appears to be a
new type of this disease occurring now in young
women who have never smoked,” he says. 

This is one more reason why Dr. Goss considers
lung cancer to be nothing less than a public health
crisis – and why he and his fellow researchers are
committed to finding better ways to attack it. 

cells. The role of the immune system in fighting
diseases, including cancer, has been known for
decades. Only recently, however, have researchers
identified  specific immune mechanisms to target

lung  cancer cells.
Now, at the initiative of prin-

cipal investigator Glen Goss, 
a new class of these “immune
 regulators” would be brought
into play. “We’ve seen dramatic
responses with this treatment 
in advanced lung cancers,” says 
Dr. Goss. “Our study will be 
the first one worldwide to use

immuno therapy against the cancer in early-stage
disease – and we hope to show the same
 successful results.” 

A public health crisis
Arguably the least sympathetic of diseases in
terms of public fundraising support, lung cancer is
nevertheless the most common cancer worldwide
and the leading cancer killer in both men and
women. Even when diagnosed early, the chances
of recurrence range from 30 to 60 per cent and 
the “cure rate” (survival after five years) is only 
19 per cent. 

br.31 is the first study
worldwide to use
immunotherapy
against lung cancer in
early-stage disease.

Principal Daniel Woolf recently toured the cctg Central Operations and Statistics Office to meet the staff and
faculty and learn about their work. There are 100 staff (in trial management, compliance and oversight,
administration, finance, strategic partnerships, and information technology) and 12 faculty (medical senior
investigators, biostatisticians, scientists) at the cctg. The br.31 lung cancer trial is one of 100 clinical trials
ongoing at the cctg. Of those 100, about 40 are open for recruitment for cancer patients.
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How br.31 works
So how does the br.31 drug work? Unlike
chemotherapy or targeted drugs, which attack
 cancer cells directly, immunotherapy is designed
to stimulate the body’s own immune system to do
the fighting. As Dr. O’Callaghan explains, “It is
based on the fundamental treatment premise that
you want your immune system to think the cancer
is foreign and therefore not part of you. Cancer is
very good at hiding from the immune system.”

One way this happens is through PDL recep-
tors on the surface of the cancer cells, which send
a “Don’t hurt me!” signal to immune system cells
poised to strike. To counteract this manoeuvre, the
br.31 drug, Durvalumab, produces a molecule that
sticks to the pdl receptors and blocks their white-
flag signal. This enables the body’s own immune
system to recognize and attack the cancer cells.
Another advantage of the new drug is that it also
blocks the body’s feedback loop which would
 otherwise slow down the immune reaction, thus
delivering a “double whammy” to the tumour.

The researchers hope these agents will gener-
ate immune memory cells that will enable a per-
son’s immune system to recognize and kill cancer
cells if they are re-introduced into the body after
treatment has ended. This is the same principle
 behind vaccinations, such as the one used success-
fully for measles.

Finally, notes Dr. O’Callaghan, “We know this
drug is very safe. Only about three per cent of
 people taking Durvalumab alone have more seri-

ous side effects – which compares very favourably
to other cancer treatments where adverse reac-
tions can be much higher. If I had lung cancer, 
I would be first in line to be on this study!” 

The enrolment conundrum
Which brings us back to Carolyn Wilson’s original
question: Why weren’t more people enrolling? 

“Centres would tell us they were screening for
patients, but it was difficult to find people who met
the eligibility criteria … and of those who did,
many were declining,” says Ms. Wilson. “It seemed
very odd.”

Each participating cancer centre keeps a screen-
ing log that records which studies patients are ap-
proached for, as well as a brief explanation if they
don’t enrol. The br.31 team needed to extract
 information from these logs about why patients
weren’t going on their study.

“We tried to keep it as simple as
possible and to do it electronically
so we could get real-time informa-
tion,” explains Ms. Wilson, who pre-
sented the group’s solution last
spring to an international confer-
ence. It was Dr. O’Callaghan’s idea to create a
 simple web-based form – a “screen failure log” –
that would generate a spreadsheet to monitor
 reasons patients were not being enrolled. 

Surprisingly, they discovered that the most
 common ineligibility factor related to the surgery
patients had had to remove their tumours. 

“Cancer is very good
at hiding from the
immune system.”
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It turned out, in some cases, that although the
surgery had indeed been done, details that were
part of the trial’s written protocol had not been doc-
umented, or an extra required step not completed. 

“We were able to collect the data quickly and
present our findings to the trial’s surgical steering
committee,” says Ms. Wilson. “They decided that
since this was an immunological rather than a
 surgical study, they could change the eligibility
 criteria to better reflect current practice, and allow
these patients to participate.” 

After the committee agreed to protocol
 amendments and the changes were implemented,
enrolment increased by 53 per cent.

The next most common reason for patients not
being enrolled was their decision to decline. The
screen failure logs showed this was due to two
things: the frequency of required therapy visits
and the costs associated with coming for treat-
ment, such as transportation, parking and meals.

AstraZeneca, the company providing Durval-
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umab for br.31, came to the rescue on both counts.
Their own research showed that administering 
the drug 13, rather than 19, times over the same 
12-month period was equally effective. Patients’
treatment schedules have now been changed. 

As well, says Ms. Wilson, since participants are
often reimbursed for costs associated with study
treatment visits, “We presented our data to Astra -
Zeneca and requested additional funding for this
purpose. They’ve agreed to help … so we’re
 hopeful this will be another boost to enrolment.
Our bottom line is finding ways to increase patient
access to this promising new therapy.”

A worldwide study
In response to the notion that researchers are 
“in cahoots” with Big Pharma, both Drs. Goss and
 O’Callaghan describe the relationship between
cctg and their industrial partner as one of mutual
interest. “We approached AstraZeneca with the
concept of doing this trial in an as-yet untested
 patient setting, and they agreed to provide both
the drugs and funding for us to conduct the trial
independently, as well as collecting and analyzing
the data,” says Dr. Goss. “If the trial is positive, the
company may then present the results to regula-
tory authorities around the world as the unbiased
results of independent academic researchers.”

Since br.31 will be conducted in 15 countries
once all centres are up and running (with Canada,
France, Spain, Australia, Japan and Italy the
biggest participants), this final step is key to
 generating global changes in treatment. Having
participants from so many different countries not
only casts a wider net for recruitment, it also
 hastens international exposure of the findings, 
Dr. O’Callaghan points out. “And there are benefits
with regulatory bodies, too,” he adds. “For
 example, both China and Japan will only approve
drugs that have been tested within their borders.”

Here at home, positive results from br.31 
would lead to submissions to Health Canada for
 licensing of Durvalumab to become the standard
of care for early-onset lung cancer patients who
have had their tumours surgically removed. The

Clinical trials protocol
a key requirement for a clinical trial to take place is a written document
called a “protocol.” it explains why the trial is being done, how it will be
conducted and how participants’ safety will be protected. For example, a
protocol outlines: 

B Who can participate
B the type and frequency of medical tests required (e.g., blood tests, X-rays

and other imaging)
B length of the trial and how participants’ progress will be monitored
B details about the treatment and potential side effects
B how effectiveness of the treatment will be measured
B Follow-up 

Types of clinical trials
the most common type of cancer clinical trials involves some sort of treatment – and both surgical and immunologi-
cal trials are examples of these. (other types of clinical trials include: prevention, screening and early detection,
 diagnostic, and supportive care.) 

Surgical trials test new techniques and timing of surgical procedures, such as removal of the cancerous tumour as a
first step in treating early stage lung cancer.

Immunological trials, also called biological therapy, test new treatments to stimulate and restore the body’s own
 defences (immune system) against a particular type of cancer or to target specific molecules involved in cancer 
cell growth.

Here at home, positive results from br.31 would
lead to submissions to Health Canada for
licensing of Durvalumab to become the standard
of care for early-onset lung cancer patients who
have had their tumours surgically removed.
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Phase iii trial is expected to be completed within
the next five years. 

Another potential breakthrough could come
from a second group of trial participants whose
 tumours have been surgically removed, but who
have declined chemotherapy. These patients are
being treated and followed with the same protocol
as those who chose to receive chemo, says Dr.
Goss, and their presence in the trial is “stratified”
to ensure that this factor does not affect the
 overall findings.

“If this group does just as well as the group
that did receive chemotherapy, we may be able 
to  advise dropping it from standard treatment,
and enable  patients to move from surgery right 
to immuno therapy. That possibility has us
 excited, too!”

Bringing new hope
Imagine you have just been diagnosed with lung cancer.
Imagine the doctor tells you that – even though it’s in
the early stages and can be surgically removed – the
odds of your making a complete recovery are only 50-50.

Imagine your excitement when you learn about a
 clinical trial that is testing a new treatment which uses
your own immune system to fight the cancer. Imagine …
new hope, for you and your family.

Patients with early-stage lung cancer account
for approximately a quarter of all lung cancers
 today. “These are the people in whom we have the
best chance of improving the cure rate,” says Dr.
Goss. “This is the group that br.31 is targeting.”

Evidence of an improved cure rate resulting
from immunotherapy would translate into a major
change in the way this cancer is treated in Canada,
the U.S., and internationally. It could push the
 needle dramatically upward on life expectancy
statistics that are now stuck in the 1970s. 

But whatever the final results of br.31, the men
and women of the Canadian Cancer Trials Group
will continue to initiate and coordinate new
 studies, working with partners around the world
to lead the fight against cancer. From back offices
and laboratories to the front lines treating patients,
it remains an enduring and compelling quest for
the cctg team. B
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In her work
Through the
Breathing 
Glass, Julia
Krolik shines a
warming light on
the complexity
and stigma of
lung cancer. 
The window
represents hope
in the form of
novel treatments,
with bronchioles
extending into a
multitude of
possibilities.
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Phase I – is it safe? 
Phase I clinical trials set out to determine whether a drug
has toxic side effects. Cancer patients who enter Phase I
trials have often exhausted all other options and are open
to trying an unproven treatment. 

Phase II – does it work? 
Often conducted concurrently with Phase I trials, Phase II
trials test whether the drug is living up to its initial
promise and doing what it’s supposed to do. 

Phase III – does it work better? 
The final, definitive test of a drug is the Phase III trial, in
which researchers pit it against the standard treatment to
see if it improves on what is currently available to patients.

Positive results from the BR.31 trial would lead to submissions
to Health Canada for licensing of Durvalumab to become the
standard of care for early-onset patients who have had their
tumours surgically removed. 

Cancer stats
C On average, 539 Canadians

will be diagnosed with cancer
every day.

C On average, 214 Canadians
will die from cancer every day.

C Between 1992–1994 and 2006–
2008, survival rates increased
from 56% to 63% for all
cancers combined. 

Source: Canadian Cancer Society, 2015

Cancer trial phases
Researchers
at CCTG
conduct
Phase I, II
and III trials.
BR.31 is an
example of a
Phase III trial.

Your gift to the Canadian
Cancer Trials Group
Research Fund will enable
more clinical trials aimed 
at reducing morbidity 
and mortality from cancer.

Help us run trials to get better treatment for cancer today.

givetoqueens.ca/cancertrials
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Starting with the simple act of asking a thoughtful question, cctg clinical trials have led to hundreds
of innovations that have changed cancer treatment practices and prolonged lives around the world.

Here are just three examples.

cctg discoveries

Chemotherapy for
advanced breast cancer
Trial Name: ma.16

Conducted: 1997–2001

Background: “High-dose
chemotherapy was a practice
that was ongoing in many
 centres in the u.s. for advanced
breast cancer patients,” says
Wendy Parulekar. “Canada did
not widely adopt that. It’s not a
small pill like an aspirin. Some
of the side effects are fatal.”

Question: Is high-dose
chemotherapy a useful treat-
ment option?

Trial: One group received high-
dose chemotherapy in addition
to stem cell therapy; one group
received only the standard
chemotherapy.

Answer: “We believed that high-
dose chemotherapy was not
 appropriate for women with
 advanced breast cancer,” says
Dr. Parulekar, “and the study
showed we were right. It wasn’t
just dangerous, it was also
 ineffective.”

Laparoscopic surgery for
colon cancer
Trial Name: co.12

Conducted: 1996–2001

Background: “Surgical clinical
trials are most often about see-
ing if we can get by with less
surgery,” says Janet Dancey,
cctg Director. “Laparoscopic
surgery is far less invasive than
standard surgery.”

Question: Is laparoscopic
surgery as safe and as effective
as standard surgery for colon
cancer patients?

Trial: One group received la-
paroscopic surgery; one group
received a standard colectomy.

Answer: “It takes longer to do a
laparoscopic procedure, but in
the right hands, with the right
experience, it can be as good a
cancer operation as a standard
operation, and the recovery
time is much faster,” says Dr.
Dancey. “And that’s what the
trial showed.”

gdp as salvage
chemotherapy for non-
Hodgkin lymphoma
Trial Name: ly.12 

Conducted: 2003–2012

Background: “About 50 to 60
percent of lymphoma patients
are cured with aggressive
chemotherapy,” says Lois
 Shepherd. “But the remaining
40 percent either never respond
to treatment or they relapse.
These people are then consid-
ered for stem cell transplant.
 Before the transplant, though,
patients had to undergo an
 extremely toxic chemotherapy
regimen. Patients would
 become very sick and end up 
in hospital.”

Question: Would a milder ver-
sion of chemotherapy be just 
as effective as the aggressive
version, but without the
 unpleasant side-effects and
costly extra hospital visits?

Trial: One group received the
standard chemotherapy treat-
ment plus the stem cell trans-
plant; the other group received
the transplant after a milder
treatment, called gdp.

Answer: The trial showed that
gdp was as effective as the
 standard treatment, but far less
toxic. gdp has since been
adopted as the standard of care
across Canada, Australia, and
much of Europe.

This information is excerpted from “Leading the World to New Cancer Treatments: a Case for Supporting
the Canadian Cancer Trials Group.” (2016)



effort Young investigators team up with
mentors to take on the most pressing
questions in cancer research.
BY MARK WITTEN
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Most of us know about genetic
mutations, like those in the
brca1 gene inherited by
 Angelina Jolie, which

 dramatically increase a woman’s risk of
 developing breast or ovarian cancer. If you
 inherit a genetic mutation, you’re more or less
stuck with it. But Devon Boyne is doing leading-
edge research in cancer and epigenetics, a red-hot
field in science that investigates how cells switch
genes on and off. Unlike inherited genes, epi -
genetic processes can be modified by lifestyle,
 dietary, and environmental factors.

“My research is looking at how lifestyle choices
can affect your epigenetics and cancer risk. The
aim is to help guide cancer prevention efforts at
the population level,” says Mr. Boyne, an MSc
 student (Epidemiology) in the Queen’s Trans -
disciplinary Training Program in Cancer Research,
an innovative program established in 2002 to
 produce future leaders in translational cancer
 research in Canada.

Like all students in this unique program, 
Mr. Boyne was expected to develop a cancer
 research question that involves several research
 areas and he was supervised by multiple mentors
with the different kinds of expertise needed to
 address the problem. 

Moving across diverse fields
For his master’s thesis project, Mr. Boyne asked
how certain lifestyle choices might be related to
epigenetic changes thought to predispose women
to developing cancer. He tackled this key question
in a fresh way by drawing on diverse scientific dis-
ciplines and experts to help answer it. Mr. Boyne
was supervised by Will King, a Queen’s molecular
epidemiologist who studies environmental factors
in relation to epigenetics and cancer risk and
Christine Friedenreich, a University of Calgary
 researcher who has led pioneering studies show-
ing that physical activity helps prevent and control
cancer. He was also assisted by John McIntyre, a
molecular biologist at the Tom Baker Cancer
 Centre in Calgary, and scientists at the McGill
 University and Génome Québec Innovation
 Centre who have specialized expertise in
 epigenetic analysis of dna from blood samples. 

As an undergraduate at Laurentian University,
Mr. Boyne had majored in music. But he
also chose electives in statis-
tics, medical geography
and public health that
reflected his avid inter-
est and ability to move
easily across diverse
fields. “The transdisci-
plinary program has been a

great learning environ-
ment, especially for
someone new to this
field, like me. I’ve been

fortunate to have had
 exposure to various types

of cancer research through my
interactions with other trainees, mentors and
 visiting scientists – on everything from the deliv-
ery of health services to the cellular pathways that
drive tumour development. The program has
 really helped me to appreciate the importance 
of communicating and collaborating with
 researchers from different backgrounds.”

Flipping gene switches on and off
For his epigenetics study, Mr. Boyne used informa-
tion from Dr. Friedenreich’s Alberta Physical Activ-
ity and Breast Cancer Prevention (alpha) trial,
 involving 320 post-menopausal women, aged 50
to 74 between 2003 and 2007. He applied sophisti-
cated data analysis techniques to measure how
changes in two known breast cancer factors –
body fat and sex hormones – can affect an impor-
tant epigenetic process, called dna methylation,
that flips gene switches on or off.
This mechanism is  important
because certain changes
in dna methylation –
such as turning off a tu-
mour suppressor gene
– can lead to cancer.

dna was collected
from the alpha Trial
women’s frozen blood samples,
Génome Québec scientists  measured
the dna methylation levels and Mr. Boyne had the
raw epigenetic data needed for his analysis. “I found
associations between body fat, estrogen and
changes in dna methylation. This might help to
 explain why certain people get  cancer while others
do not. My research also  suggests that, even in
older populations, lifestyle can affect epigenetics.
This is promising because it suggests that an epige-
netic predisposition can be potentially modified or
reversed through positive lifestyle changes,” he says.

Mr. Boyne has submitted two papers to aca-
demic journals from this initial research and is
now working with Drs. King and Friedenreich to
investigate directly whether a yearlong aerobic

physical activity intervention has an effect on
dnA methylation in healthy, inactive,

post-menopausal women. “This is a
 really new topic and being on the
 cutting edge is exciting. It’s also a
huge learning experience, which has

helped prepare me to work on a trans-
disciplinary cancer research team,” he says.
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The changing world of cancer research
The transdisciplinary training program was
 designed by founding director Lois Mulligan
and her colleagues to bring together
cancer researchers who would not
normally work in the same environ-
ment. Dr. Mulligan sees it as an op-

portunity for
young investiga-
tors – including grad-
uate students, post-PhD
and post-md fellows – to get a
distinctive type of training and
hands-on experience that will
best prepare them for how can-
cer research is increasingly being
conducted today and the direc-
tion in which it’s moving.

“Each of the students has a
multidisciplinary, translational
experience in what they learn,

who they learn it from, and how they take their
 research forward. The cancer re-
search world has changed.
We’re teaching our stu-
dents how to be part of
that world and giving
them the tools to con-
tribute to it,” says Dr.
Mulligan, a principal
 investigator in the Cancer
 Biology and Genetics Division,
Queen’s Cancer Research Institute.

As well as collaborating with senior cancer
 research mentors from multiple fields, students
 doing research in diverse areas work closely with

each other for weekly  journal
clubs and seminars. “Students

learn to feel comfortable talking about
their own  narrow field of study to wider audiences.
This will be  helpful and important when they com-
municate their research to the public, the media,
funders, or future employers and  collaborators,”
says Dr. Mulligan.

About 100 students have completed the
 program and following their training they have
 become clinician-scientists, academic researchers,
data analysts or found positions in the pharma -
ceutical industry, where there is a big demand 
for graduates with translational research skills 
and knowledge. “This program is a great stepping

stone for students in their future careers,”
says Dr. Mulligan.

A fast track to discovery
For post-doctoral fellow Victoria

Hoskin, the Queen’s Transdisciplinary
Training Program has opened up a fast

track to translating her basic findings in cell
biology into an important discovery with promis-
ing clinical applications for cancer patients. As a
PhD  student in the program with a cell  biology
background, Dr. Hoskin was  interested in studying
proteins involved in metastasis, the spread of can-
cer cells from one part of the body to another. 

“A lot of cancer patients don’t die because of the
primary tumour but from the spread of the disease.
About 90 per cent of cancer deaths are due to
metastasis and the ultimate goal of my research 
is to find better ways to stop the spread of cancer,”
she says.

As a trainee, Dr. Hoskin has benefitted im-
mensely from Queen’s cancer research mentors
who span multiple disciplines. This has led to
fruitful transdisciplinary collaborations on the
metastasis problem, and these have progressed 
in exciting and, at times, unexpected directions.
Her primary supervisor is cancer biologist Bruce
Elliott, an expert in studying proteins involved in
cancer metastasis. Her collaborations with pathol-
ogists Sonal Varma and Sandip SenGupta and
medical oncologist Yolanda Madarnas gave Dr.
Hoskin access to breast cancer patient samples
and an anonymized medical database containing
information such as breast cancer sub-type and

Each student in the
program develops a
research question that
involves several
research areas. Each is
supervised by multiple
mentors with different
kinds of expertise.
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treatment regimens, as well as invaluable
 guidance from a clinical perspective.

“The program is fantastic for students because
it fosters a collaborative network between basic
 scientists and clinicians. It opens up your mind to
think about research questions from new angles,
leading to different areas of research that a trainee
may not have ventured into without that type of
collaboration,” she says. 

The importance of a protein
As a basic scientist, Dr. Hoskin began studying a
protein called ezrin and showed, at the molecular
level, how it plays an important role in promoting
the spread of breast cancer to other parts of the
body. On the pre-clinical side of her research, she
has found that estrogen receptor-positive breast
cancer cells with higher levels of ezrin are more
 resistant to anthracycline drugs, a traditional
chemotherapy for breast cancer patients.
 Clinically, she discovered a link between high
ezrin  levels and poor outcome in patients with
 estrogen-positive breast cancer.

“I’ve developed an appreciation for the clinical
challenges that face cancer patients. Clinical
 science questions are now
 driving basic science
questions for me
as a result of the
cross-talk
 between basic
scientists and
clinical research
scientists,” she says.

As part of her post-doctoral
studies in the program, Dr. Hoskin is now using
pre-clinical models to test the effectiveness of a
new commercially available drug that blocks ezrin
to treat breast cancer cells with high levels of that
protein. “You have to go down the road where the
science takes you – we want to investigate
whether using ezrin inhibitors in combination
with traditional chemotherapy can help overcome

resistance to treatment.”
One promising

 possible clinical
 application of Dr.
Hoskin’s research

would be to use 
ezrin as a predictive

biomarker. “We want to
know if ezrin can predict relapse and if so, patients
at high risk of relapse could benefit from being
treated more aggressively initially. We also want 
to find out if ezrin can predict a  patient’s response
to treatment, whether it will be poor or good,” 
she says.

From one collaboration to another
Like all trainees in the program, Dr. Hoskin is
 expected to present a seminar on her research to a
broader audience of students and faculty beyond
her own narrow field of study. When she pre-
sented her findings on ezrin as a potential high-

risk biomarker for the spread of breast cancer 
at the 2015 Queen’s Cancer

 Research Institute retreat,
her work caught the at-
tention of David
Berman, a prostate can-

cer scientist and director
of the Queen’s Cancer Re-

search Institute. That cross-disci-
plinary exchange of ideas led to a new collabora-
tion with Dr. Hoskin’s supervisor, Dr. Elliott, and
Dr. Berman. 

“Dr. Berman was interested in looking at ezrin
in a prostate cancer model after
hearing my  presentation. Now
the Elliott lab and the Berman
lab are working together on
that,” says Dr. Hoskin.

That’s the kind of synergy
Lois Mulligan likes to see. “The
work Victoria has done, bringing together the
combined expertise of biologists, pathologists and
oncologists, is not only advancing our knowledge
of breast cancer but can be translated to other
forms of cancer. It will spur on new lines of in-
quiry, and new collaborations.” 
Dr. Mulligan has high hopes that, with continued
funding of the program in the next few years,
these young investigators and their mentors will
transform Canadian cancer research. B

“You have to go down
the road where science
takes you.”
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Living life

Karen Nicole Smith, Artsci’08, was already living 
with kidney failure and heart failure when she was
diagnosed with a rare cancer. “I thought I knew, as a

 person living with two serious chronic illnesses, and
 having gone through several medical crises, what my
 future would be like.” 

But when she was given the cancer diagnosis, she was
surprised at how powerfully damaging this new condition
would be. It touched her personally, professionally, and
psychologically. She found her worldview,
 already coloured by chronic illness,
deeply altered. “I found a profound
new depth of consideration and hon-
esty in living,” she says.

Ms. Smith is the community out-
reach coordinator for the Standard-
ized Patient Program at Queen’s
 University. The program
 provides  realistic training
 experiences for medical,
nursing and rehabilitation
therapy students, allow-
ing them to practise
their skills before work-
ing with “real” patients. 

She also volunteers
as a patient experience
 advisor at Kingston
 General Hospital, bring-
ing her own perspective
as a recipient of health-
care services to amelio-
rate hospital services
for others. 

On breaking bad news to a patient
“My own doctor would have aced his clinical education
 session on breaking bad news. He was optimistic without
giving me false hope. He was compassionate without cross-
ing the patient/doctor lines. He gave me time to process by
giving me information and then pausing to let me take the
information in. 

“It was clear that he felt for me. He faltered a little –
 evident in an awkward moment here and there. I think
those moments meant the most to me, though. They
 reminded me that I was speaking to a human being who
could – or perhaps could not – imagine what getting this
 diagnosis felt like. I like both sides of that. The side where 
I know that my doctor is trained to take care of me. I also
deeply appreciate that, beyond being my doctor, this is
 fundamentally one human being communicating with an-
other about a hard topic. The conversation does not have
to go perfectly. The communication just has to be real.”

honestly
photo

ESSAY



On being brutally honest
“I’ve always felt confident to share my perspec-
tive in my role as patient experience advisor. I
sat in on multiple committees or forums and
shared my perspective on what I’d experi-
enced in health care and what I think could be
done to improve it.

“After experiencing cancer, I felt compelled
to share at a deeper level. My instinct to cush-
ion the reality of my perspective disappeared.
Being mindful of doctors’ and executives’ feel-
ings became trumped by an instinct to share
the depth of the experience – for what it could
do for other patients. I finally had my priori-
ties straight. Helping my fellow patients
trumped being cautious. From the perspective
of not being cautious, I know I run a risk of be-
ing harsh. If the point is to communicate, a
harsh truth will have more impact than a care-
ful half-truth.”

Five ways you can 
be your own best
advocate as a 
person living with 
a serious illness

1 Ask for what you need from
your friends, family and your
health-care team. Communicate
with them as honestly as you are
comfortable to. 

2 Treat yourself. i make sure there
are things in life to look forward
to. it can be as simple as listening
to your favourite music, eating a
meal you love, wearing some-
thing fabulous – whatever gives
you a positive boost. 

3 Set yourself up for success…
whatever success is for you. in my
case, dealing with the obstacles
of health challenges, and all they
entail, i have to keep myself sane.
My formula for sanity is part spiri-
tual and part physical. i recali-
brate myself daily with positive
reading, morning yoga medita-
tion and tough sessions at the
gym. take the time to learn what
works for you – and then do it. 

4 Keep challenges in perspective.
despite the gravity of all three of
my health challenges, i don’t give
any one of the three my full focus.
if i must focus on some aspect of
my health, i make sure that my
energy is balanced out with other
positive, normal life things. 

5 Understand your role in health
care – and that you can have a
role. this can take the form of
sharing your perspective with
health-care professionals. it can
be reaching out to the person
 beside you in the waiting room
who looks terrified. We can all
contribute to making things
 better for others who are going
through what we’re dealing with.
it can make even the most disrup-
tive health challenge positive.

B Karen Nicole Smith
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Following the completion of their cancer
 treatment (which could include surgery,
chemotherapy or radiation therapy), people

living with cancer move into a new phase, of
 survivorship care. Often, neither they nor their
 primary care practitioners are familiar with all the
aspects of this type of care. 

Marian Luctkar-Flude’s research is changing
that. A lecturer and instructor in the Queen’s
School of Nursing since 2001, Dr. Luctkar-Flude’s
doctoral research looked specifically at breast
 cancer survivors and the after-care they received
from their primary care practitioners.

“When I started my PhD, there wasn’t a single
comprehensive guideline that addressed all of
these issues. My work synthesized recommenda-
tions from 30 published guidelines into one
 document.”

Since the publication of Dr. Luctkar-Flude’s
 recommendations for breast cancer survivorship
care in the primary care setting, the American
 Society of Clinical Oncology published a compre-
hensive guideline for breast cancer survivorship 
care that addresses the four domains of survivorship
care and the many issues relevant to primary care.

On the long-term effects of cancer
“Even after cancer treatment has finished, patients
can experience fatigue, distress, depression, pain
and memory loss. Both cancer survivors and their
primary care practitioners should be aware of
these effects and discuss options for addressing

them. They should know what resources are
 available and rule out other possible causes of
symptoms, such as anemia, in the case of fatigue. 

“Physical activity has been shown to be very
 effective in addressing many of the survivorship
needs, including fatigue. In the past, doctors
would tell cancer survivors to rest. Now we know
that any level of physical activity for this popula-
tion is better than being dormant.”

What is cancer fatigue? 
“Cancer fatigue is the most common and most
 debilitating symptom that cancer patients report.
It can be more distressing than cancer pain and it’s
pervasive across all types of cancer and through all
treatments. It gives you a cognitive and emotional
sense of fatigue, and affects your whole being,
your whole life. It’s not proportional to activity
level – you can be sitting down all day and be to-
tally exhausted. And it can persist for years. When
people are diagnosed with cancer, they often don’t
expect that after they complete treatment they
won’t necessarily return to normal functioning.
 Often, family members and employers don’t
 expect the level of fatigue experienced by the
 patient, either.”

How can cancer survivors effect their
own survivorship care?
“It’s important that survivors are aware of the
 specific treatments that they’ve had and the poten-
tial complications that can occur years down the
road so that they know what to look for and what
to report to their primary care practitioner (pcp).

“They should be aware that fatigue, anxiety and
sexual problems are common and they should
bring up these issues with their pcp so that they
can get help. I’m now working with a group of
women from Breast Cancer Action Kingston
(bcak) to develop a survivor version of the
 guidelines that can help them to manage their
own care.”

In the digital Review, learn more about Dr. Luctkar-
Flude’s research on survivorship care and the next steps
for her research. B

Empowering

Four components of survivorship care
• Prevention of recurrent and new cancers and late effects of

cancer treatment (e.g., exercise, nutrition, smoking cessation)
• surveillance for recurrent and new cancers and late effects of

cancer treatment (mammogram, medical history, physical
examinations)

• interventions for long-term effects of cancer and its treatment
(e.g., management of pain, lymphedema, fatigue, distress). 

• Coordination of care between primary care providers and
specialists (e.g., use of survivorship care plans and referrals).

cancer survıvors
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Gynaecology-Oncology and Pathology services of the chum
Hospital Notre-Dame, Montreal. The findings from the first
study were published in the British Journal of Cancer.

The second independent biomarker validation study con-
ducted on tumour samples, accrued from retrospective cohorts
of more than 550 ovarian cancer patients, further confirmed
the findings and, most importantly, revealed the significant
role of this biomarker in bringing cancer-killing immune cells
to the tumour environment. The samples used in the study are
banked at the Pan-Canadian tumour repository at Terry Fox
 Research Institute-Ovarian Cancer Canada, partnered with the
Canadian Ovarian Experimental Unified Resource. 

A major impact of this discovery is that these novel mark-
ers, when used at the time of treatment initiation in the spe-
cific groups of ovarian cancer patients, will help gynaecologic
oncologists make decisions on additional treatment strategies
needed for these patients towards increasing the potential
for patient survival. Using patient-derived material and
 animal models, Dr. Koti’s lab at the Queen’s Cancer Research
Institute is now exploring genetic factors and mechanisms
that underlie the distinct tumour-immune landscapes in
 ovarian cancer patients. 

The study was conducted in collaboration with Drs.  
Anne-Marie Mes-Masson, Centre de Recherche du Centre
Hospitalier de l’Université de Montréal, Montreal, and Jeremy
Squire, Faculdade de Medicina de Ribeirão University of 
Sao Paulo, Brazil. The findings from the second study will 
be published in The Journal of Pathology: Clinical Research.
Funding support for this study was provided by the Cancer
Research Society.

Madhuri Koti, from the Departments of Biomedical
and Molecular Sciences and Obstetrics and
 Gynaecology, has discovered an immune-based

biomarker that will help lead to better predictions of the
success of chemotherapy in ovarian cancer patients, a
 discovery that could lead to better treatment options in
the fight against ovarian cancer. 

“Recent successes in unleashing the immune system 
to combat cancer are evidence for the fight between a
 patient’s immune responses and cancer and how we can
take advantage of the associated events towards making
the cancer cells lose the battle,” explains Dr. Koti. “Many
of these newer treatments are based on boosting anti-
 cancer immunity via a single agent or combination
 therapies that can be overlaid on the standard treatment
regimes. Cancer immunotherapies would prove to be
most effective when coupled with biomarkers that can
predict a  patient’s eventual response to the specific
 therapy, which is key to personalized medicine.” 

Ovarian cancer leads to approximately 152,000 deaths
among women worldwide each year, making it a leading
cause of gynaecological cancer-related deaths in women. 

Dr. Koti conducted the first biomarker study in retro-
spective cohort of more than 200 ovarian cancer patients.
This study utilized a combination of recent cutting-edge
and more established detection technologies used for
identifying such markers from patient samples. Initial dis-
covery of these markers was made using frozen tumour
tissues accrued from tumour banks such as the Ontario
Tumour Bank, the Ottawa Health Research Institute, and

The discovery of an immune-based biomarker
will influence treatment options for women
with ovarian cancer

Making
cancer

lose the battle
cells
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“Cancer immuno -
therapies would
prove to be most
effective when
coupled with
biomarkers that
can predict a
patient’s eventual
response to the
specific therapy,
which is key to
personalized
medicine.”

Dr. Madhuri Koti (left) and lab technologist Nichole Peterson.



30 issue 3, 2016 | queensu.ca/alumnireview

CANCER RESEARCH

news

Two cancer trials conducted by the Queen’s
 University-based Canadian Cancer Trials Group
(cctg) and lead scientific investigators Chris
 O’Callaghan and Wendy Parulekar have been
 recognized as among the highest impact studies 
in the world.

Papers on the two trials were included in the ple-
nary session of the American Society of  Clinical On-
cology (asco) annual meeting in Chicago in June.

“The papers that are chosen represent the best
and most significant advances in cancer treatment
and care, with the greatest potential influence,” 
Dr. O’Callaghan says. “Only four papers were cho-
sen for the asco plenary session out of more than
5,000 submissions – to have two selected from
one research organization is a rare achievement.”

Dr. O’Callaghan was the senior investigator on
the CE.6 trial that examined the use of the cancer
drug temozolomide in the treatment of glioblas-
toma, an incurable form of brain cancer. The trial
found that adding the drug to a shortened course
of radiation therapy, followed by monthly mainte-
nance doses, significantly improved the survival
rate of elderly patients.

The drug reduced the risk of death by 33 per
cent, without loss of quality of life.

Glioblastoma is the most common primary
brain tumour in adults and is one of the major
causes of cancer death.

The co-principal investigators are Dr. James 
R. Perry (Sunnybrook Heath Sciences Centre) 
and Dr. Normand Laperriere (Princess Margaret
Cancer Centre).

Dr. Parulekar supervised the ma.17r trial that
discovered extending therapy with a commonly
used hormone drug called an aromatase inhibitor
from five to 10 years in postmenopausal women
with early breast cancer reduces the risk of recur-
rence by 34 per cent.

“This is the first study to report the impact of
 extended aromatase inhibitor therapy on breast
cancer recurrence, side effects and quality of life 
in women with receptor-positive breast cancer,”
says Dr. Parulekar. “Based on the results of this trial,
women and their health-care providers can make
an informed decision about taking this type of treat-
ment beyond five years, which is the current stan-
dard of care. The results of this study will immedi-
ately impact treatment practices on a global basis.”

Both trials were made possible through partner-
ship of patients with a consortium of international
cancer clinical trials groups. 
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The life and work of Mark Ernsting, BSc’99, are
being honoured by his colleagues in cancer
 research. Dr. Ernsting, who died tragically in
 December 2015, studied chemical engineering at
Queen’s before going onto complete his PhD in
biomedical engineering at U of T. A senior
biomedical engineer at the Ontario Institute for
Cancer Research, Dr. Ernsting invented break-
through technology to fight cancer. He was devel-
oping nanomedicines to provide specific drug
 delivery to cancer tumours, minimizing toxicity to
patients. He was an early recipient of seed fund-
ing for his research from Fight Against Cancer
 Innovation Trust (facit). facit brings together
scientists, partner institutions and other key play-
ers involved in the commercialization of life
 science innovations in Ontario. Its goal is to help
inventors and researchers transform cancer inno-
vations into viable opportunities. This summer,
the facit annual pitch competition for promising
oncology research ideas (formerly called the
 Falcons’ Fortunes pitch competition) was re-
named the Ernsting Entrepreneurship Award in

honour of Dr. Ernsting. Jeff Courtney, facit’s cco,
paid tribute to Dr. Ernsting when making the an-
nouncement of the name change. “Mark was a
compelling and expressive communicator,” said
Mr. Courtney. “He was incredibly passionate as
well as tenacious about accelerating scientific
ideas… He possessed a keen awareness of the
business aspects needed for great science to make
it to the market. This translated into a drive to
learn about commercial paths and find ways to
complete the necessary steps in order to make his
goals a reality…. Mark Ernsting exemplified all
that the Falcons’ Fortunes pitch competition
strives to encourage and achieve. And therefore,
the facit team unanimously agreed it would be
fitting to name the award after Mark, helping also
to ensure his memory and “never give up” attitude
live on in the Ontario cancer research community.”
This fall, members of the cancer research commu-
nity, who remember Dr. Ernsting as a great col-
league and friend as well as a brilliant  scientist,
will gather for the inaugural Mark Ernsting Drug
Discovery Memorial Lecture in Toronto. B

cctg trials recognized as best in the world

Remembering a tenacious and
passionate researcher
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When his father was diagnosed with prostate
cancer in the mid-1990s, the news struck

David Berman in both a personal and a profes-
sional capacity. Dr. Berman was still a pathology
resident at Johns Hopkins University, but he
closely followed his father’s course of radiation
and hormonal therapies, which appeared to beat
back the cancer. He was, therefore, surprised 
by his father’s sudden death in 2015, which an
 autopsy subsequently traced to prostate cancer
that had spread to, and almost completely
 compromised, the vital function of the liver.

For Dr. Berman, such a finding goes to the heart
of his current work, which is dedicated to unravel-
ling the challenges of dealing with prostate cancer.
All too often, this disease can be present without
causing any serious symptoms or requiring any
 active treatment; yet this relatively benign form can
co-exist with a much more aggressive form that will
grow and spread to other parts of the body. He and
his laboratory team are therefore seeking molecular
markers that would serve as the basis for the kind
of tests pathologists need in order to assess the
risks associated with each man’s form of the cancer.
These new tests should help doctors and patients
choose the most appropriate course of action
 without subjecting them to unnecessary treatment.

In 2014, Dr. Berman was part of a group of
 researchers that received a five-year, $5-million
Movember Team Grant from Prostate Cancer
Canada for this work on novel prognostic markers.

Where medical science 
meets patients

BY TIM LOUGHEED

Such success is emblematic of the work he oversees
as director of the Queen’s Cancer Research Insti-
tute, which is populated by researchers seeking to
introduce new levels of precision and effectiveness
to cancer therapy. This four-storey facility is home
to a full range of activities, from understanding the
fundamentals of the cell or the immune system to
developing applications in fields such as pharmacol-
ogy, epidemiology, and community health. Above
all, this broad spectrum of activities means that in-
vestigators working on ideas in the laboratory can
interact directly with colleagues who may be trying
to adapt those same ideas for patient populations. 

“We’re providing a service to the people who
work in every area of this research cycle,” he
 explains. “We give bench scientists an opportunity
to talk to the people who are implementing a new
treatment, so that they each know how best to
use their time and energy to adapt their ideas to
something useful.”

Dr. Berman is
especially pleased
by the presence of
the Canadian
 Cancer Trials
Group within this
process. Although
his current re-
search has not yet
reached the point
where it could be subjected to this kind of careful,
methodical scrutiny, he has already seen examples
of clinical trials that reveal promising options for
enhancing the quality of patients’ care along with
the quality of their lives.

“We have basic scientists who dream up new
ways to interfere with, measure, and characterize
cancer,” he says. “The best ideas from our scientists
and other scientists around the world get tested
by the cctg, which is the most exciting applica-
tion of anybody’s bench research.”

This article was originally published in (e)Affect, Issue
8, Fall/Winter 2015. (e)Affect: Effecting Change,
 Affecting Lives is published by the Office of the 
Vice-Principal (Research). queensu.ca/vpr/eaffect

David Berman,
Director,
Queen’s Cancer
Research
Institute,
Principal
Investigator 
for the qcri’s
Cancer Biology
and Genetics
Division. 
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“Quality of life is something we measure in clinical trials to see how people actually feel as
opposed to what their chest x-ray or their cat scan shows.”
In the digital Review, meet more qcri researchers and learn about their work. queensu.ca/alumnireview

the Queen’s Cancer research
institute (QCri) comprises 
three divisions: 

• Cancer Biology and Genetics
• Cancer Care and epidemiology
• Cancer Clinical trials

learn more at qcri.queensu.ca

CANCER RESEARCH

news
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A new era for cancer research  In April 2003, the Queen’s Cancer Research Institute was
officially opened. The building, an addition to the Faculty of Health Sciences facilities at
Botterell Hall, brought together three internationally recognized cancer-research groups under
one roof. Seen here: Drs. Roger Deeley, Elizabeth Eisenhauer and Joseph Pater, key members of
the team behind the creation of the new institute. The two-year campaign to build the
institute was launched with a lead gift by Dr. Eisenhauer. “I viewed this as an opportunity to
enhance cancer research at Queen’s by building on the unique and high-calibre mix of
expertise that’s already here,” said Dr. Eisenhauer at the time. The project also received a
bequest from the estate of Dr. Franklin Bracken, md 1911, and backing from the Ontario
Innovation Trust. qcri.queensu.ca
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KEEPING IN TOUCH
t0 1959

Unless otherwise indicated, dates in these notes refer to 2016.

Up to 1959.
Notes

Bill Goodings, Sc’51, shared this
1951 photo of Queen’s engineering
students proudly displaying their
new iron rings. The iron ring is a
canadian tradition dating back to
1922. Graduating engineers take part
in the Ritual of the calling of an engi-
neer, the words to which were writ-
ten by Rudyard Kipling. Seen here
from left to right, says Bill, “Bob
Goodings (my right-handed twin
brother), lang Farrand (with a cam-
era and holding his hand in front of
Bob’s face) h.M. armstrong, R. T.
Mclaughlin, Bill Goodings (i know it
is me because the ring is on my left
hand), J. Bossert, J .W. Disher (back
row), e. J. Mills, c. c. Phipps.”

Earl Scarrow, Sc’39, celebrated his
100th birthday on July 6. he cele-
brated this milestone with family and
friends – 96 people in all! Seen here:
earl’s daughter Jane West, Susan hill,
earl Scarrow and Bill hill. earl has
many fond memories of his student
days, including skating to Wolfe is-
land and back in the winter, going to
class dances with nursing students
from nearby KGh and having break-
fast at the Student Union (where he
could get oatmeal, toast and milk for
ten cents!) after graduation from Me-
chanical engineering, earl began his
career in the cordage industry.
Manilla and sisal were the main
sources of fibres at that time. as tech-
nology improved, synthetics soon
took over and the stronger, safer fi-
bres expanded cordage versatility in
products and usage, which earl
worked to apply to the industry. he

worked in Ontario, Quebec and
 Massachusetts and also in Trinidad,
where he was instrumental in over-
hauling a factory. For the canadian
coastguard, earl was entrusted to 
do a complete survey of all cordage
needs, then recommend materials 
to improve safety on all boats, after
nine sailors were killed because of
failed lines. he went on to work at
the cambridge Memorial hospital,
overseeing the construction of a new
wing. he worked at the hospital for
15 years, until his retirement at age
72. But even after retirement, he was
called on for consultations within the
industry until he was 75. he served
on the Mohawk college Board of
Governors from 1976 to 1983 and was
the chair of the board from 1981 to
1983. earl lives in Owen Sound, Ont.

Deaths
William Thomas Gatfield, MD’53,
died april 21, 2015, in leamington,
Ont. he is survived by his wife,
Marnie, children Joan, Jan, Pamela,
artsci’84, William, and Martha Jill,
their spouses, nine grandchildren
and one great-grandchild. he was
predeceased by his son Peter and
son-in-law John. Bill was a man who
lived by his own lights, and who gen-
erously shared his talents, resources
and good humour with family and
friends, with patients and colleagues,
and with good folk wherever he
found them. Reflecting on their 
65-plus years together, Marnie re-
cently remarked, “We were extremely
happy and it was mostly his ‘fault’!”
at graduation in 1953, Bill was
named as “the student best able to
put his knowledge into practice.”
early in his years of practising pedi-
atric medicine, he, Marnie and the
kids formed what were to become
lifelong friendships with fellow
Queens Meds grads and their wives
and families: Ben (MD’52) and Bar-
bara Dunn, Bob (Meds’56) and alice
Bell, and Keith (Meds’59) and lor-
raine Macleod. Mostly, Bill worked 
in Windsor, where he was privileged
to consult at each of the city’s main
hospitals. For the latter 17 of his 37
years in private practice, he part-
nered with Dr. June hahn-lee, whom
he cherished as an exceptional doc-
tor and friend. Bill had a passion for

golf and also enjoyed curling, skiing
(both snow and water) and swim-
ming. Only in recent years, however,
did it come to light that on graduat-
ing from Queen’s, he was drafted into
pro football by the Ottawa Rough -
riders. During medical school, he 
had played football with the Golden
Gaels as a half-back as well as other
positions, according to need. eager
to start his medical career, Bill turned
down the cFl offer. But later in life,
he revealed to his brother David,
Meds’57, “Yeah, i kinda wish i’d tried
it.” as David has said, Bill’s achieve-
ments during university were re-
markable. academic study didn’t
come easily to him, yet he did well 
by “hard slogging” while football
 seriously cut into his available study
time. The path not taken was, how-
ever, a rare accomplishment in itself.
Bill’s life was not one punctuated by
exotic or grand adventures, but was
one infused with genuine relation-
ships and meaningful, everyday in-
teractions. The things that mattered
most to him were loving and sup-
porting Marnie and his family, help-
ing sick kids heal and helping
healthy kids stay that way, sharing
good times and lots of laughs 
with friends, and being active and
engaged. he created a life of abun-
dance in these respects and he
would probably say now, with
 characteristic humility, “i think i did
pretty good.”

Donald Gollan,
Ba’55, died March
23 in Sarsfield, Ont.
after a full and rich
life in theatre, pro-
ducing television,
writing poetry, and
working in PR at

Bell Northern Research, Don would
be the first to admit that his proudest
accomplishments were his children:
ian (akiko), Donna, artsci’81 (Kevin
Speicher, MBa’82), Barbara, Med’99
(Bruce), Ken (Kate) and heather
(Shawn). he was equally proud of his
nine grandchildren. he is also sur-
vived by his sisters agnes, arts’52,
Mary, and Janet, arts’73. Don grew
up in Kingston and in his final days,
he took pleasure in reliving his
 childhood visits to the family farm.
in 1948, the year Fort henry was
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opened as a tourist site, Don re-
ceived his Guard Number – #156. 
he financed his Queen’s studies as a
member of the Fort henry Guard. 
he enjoyed the years he spent at
Queen’s, writing revues and putting
on plays with the Kingston Drama
Group, the Queen’s Drama Guild 
and the Revue Guild. he received 
the Tricolour award in 1954. From
Kingston, he moved on to Toronto 
to attend lorne Greene’s School of

Radio arts, which got him his first
spear-carrying roles onstage in Strat-
ford. he got to work alongside inter-
national stars such as alec Guinness,
who urged him to visit if he ever
came to england – which he did,
much to Guinness’s surprise and de-
light. as a young man Don eloped
with the love of his life, edith Bird
(now edith laFrance), arts’56, to
 england. There, they socialized with a
group of canadian ex-pats including

Donald Gordon, Peter harcourt, Ted
Kotcheff, and Timothy Findley. Don
worked for a number of television
shows, even doing a short stint as a
floor director on Coronation Street.
When he returned to canada with his
family, he worked at the Ottawa
Board of education, making educa-
tional television shows. in his evening
hours he volunteered his time at the
Ottawa little Theatre, the Kanata
Players and many other Ottawa-

Pat McNally, BSc’39

IN MEMORIAM

hard rock
mines of
northern
Quebec, then
in general
construction
in Montreal
and the Mar-
itimes, and
ultimately as
partner and chief engineer of S. McNally & Sons
with his brothers. He was a pioneer who helped
build the infrastructure of southern Ontario,
 especially below ground, where his innovative
mining techniques created the region's most
prominent tunnelling contractor.

Pat retired in 1979 and spent his post-retire-
ment years as a successful investor, incessant
benefactor to young people and supporter of com-
munity needs. He paid tuition for many young
people and helped young families purchase their
first homes. He was, in various ways, indispensa-
ble in the startups of Clappison Veterinary, C&M
McNally Engineering, McNally Robinson Book-
sellers, QNX Software Systems and McNally Jack-
son Booksellers. He was a longtime benefactor
and volunteer with Queen’s as well as the Royal
Botanical Gardens, the Bruce Trail Conservancy
and the Rotary Club. In 2015, he set up a family
foundation to provide recreation for families,
starting with a new skating oval now nearing
completion in Memorial Park in Waterdown.

Pat married Anne Elizabeth (Libby) Powell 
in Montreal and together they raised four sons
and a daughter. He was predeceased by Libby
and by his six siblings. He is remembered by sons
John, Michael, Paul and Christopher, daughter
Joyce Police, 19 grandchildren and 22 great-
grandchildren.

Every day, people walking or biking through
Queen’s campus benefit from the vision and gen-
erosity of Pat McNally, BSc’39. Mr. McNally was one
of the donors to the University Avenue revitaliza-
tion project, completed in 2008. The pathway east
of University Avenue between Kingston Hall and
Nixon Field was named Professors’ Walk by Mr.
McNally, in honour of his Queen’s professors. 

“Ten years ago, when construction on the
 project had just started, I visited Pat at his home. 
I remember he was energetic and astutely aware
of the progress on the project. He offered insight-
ful advice that ultimately helped the project move
forward,” says Tom Harris, Sc’75, Vice-Principal
(Advancement).

The project restored University Avenue as the
iconic and ceremonial main street of campus. The
restoration widened sidewalks to create more
space for people and greenery, increased bench
seating and made the roadway more accessible for
pedestrians and cyclists. The project received the
City of Kingston’s 2011 Livable City Design Award
of Merit for Context, Accessibility and Community
Significance. 

At 101 years of age, Pat passed quietly on June 3
in Waterdown, Ont. Pat knew that anything is
 possible if you are lucky enough to have family to
support you and education to guide you. Queen’s
pride runs deep in the McNally family. Nine of
Pat’s descendants graduated from the university:
sons Michael, Sc’68, Chris, Sc’77, and Paul, PhD’75,
and grandchildren Heather, Artsci’01, MSc’04,
Simon, Sc’96, Gregory, Sc’10, Jennifer, Artsci’04,
Victoria, Artsci’00, and Beth, Sc’00. “I remember
being struck by Pat’s pride for Queen’s and love of
his family,” says Dr. Harris.

Drawing on his family's background as home-
builders and his education as a mining engineer,
Pat had a successful professional life, first in the

Pat McNally,
BSc’39, was in-
strumental in the
2008 revitaliza-
tion of University
Avenue and the
creation of Pro-
fessors’ Walk be-
tween Kingston
Hall and Nixon
Field. Written on
a plaque on one
of the limestone
pillars at the
walk’s entrance
are these words:

“Named in appre-
ciation of my
 professors and 
to honour all pro-
fessors of Queen’s
University for
their commit-
ment to learning,
to students and to
society. – Patrick
J. McNally, BSc
(Eng) 1939.”
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based organizations, writing, direct-
ing or playing roles in everything
from Harvey to The Cherry Orchard.
No role was too large or too small
and they all turned into great stories
over a pint or two in the pub with
friends. in addition to eTV, Don
worked in Ottawa, making television
for the RcMP, crawley Films, Bomi
Films, and the Metric commission,
but he was best known for the 20-
plus years he hosted The Scene at
Skyline Television. he was a great
host and raconteur and interviewed
too many celebrities to name, re-
viewing hundreds of shows which
helped to boost the canadian arts
scene in a very real way. Silver-haired
and silver-tongued, Don is greatly
missed by family and friends. 

The honourable
George Francis
Wallace Inrig,
Ba’55 (llB, Dal-
housie; Mcl,
Southern
Methodist
 University), died
May 21 in Picton,
Ont., in his 87th
year. he is sur-

vived by his wife, elaine healey,
daughters catherine and lorraine,
stepchildren Scott and Betty anne,
and their families. he was prede-
ceased by his wives Barbara
Matthews and Mary Kinsella. Follow-
ing his call to the bar in 1959, George
taught law at Dalhousie before re-
turning to Ontario to join the law
practice of Frost, Frost and Richard-
son, in lindsay, Ont., in partnership
with the hon. leslie Frost, former
Premier of Ontario. The firm later
 became inrig & Gorwill. in 1973,
George was appointed as Queen’s
counsel. he was Judge of the
 Ontario Provincial court from 1973–
1994. he was also very involved in
the communities in which he lived.

John (Jack) Clayton McCrady,
BSc’54, died June 18, 2013, in Sault
Ste. Marie, Ont. he was predeceased
by his first wife, Jean, and is survived
by his wife Joyce, sons Brian, Sc’77,
Bruce, and Mark, eight grandchil-
dren, two great-grandchildren, and
three close stepfamily members. Jack
was a devoted family man. he had a

passion for teaching chemistry and
spent his teaching years at RMc in
Kingston and then as head of the sci-
ence department at Sault collegiate
in Sault Ste. Marie. he was an ardent
curler, traveller, bridge player, and
 active in his church and community.

Margaret (McLeod) McKay-
Clements, Ba’50, died on March 30
in New liskeard, Ont., aged 88. Born
in Patterson, N.J., to father George D.
Mcleod, BSc’20, and mother Muriel
(Waterhouse) Mcleod, Ba’19, she
was the sister of Peter cameron
Mcleod, BSc’50. Margaret grew up in
camden, N.J., northern Quebec, and
haileybury, Ont. During the Second
World War, she graduated from
Stanstead college (1944), and com-
pleted canadian Red cross and St.
John ambulance nursing training
(1945). During the 1960s and ’70s
she did secretarial work in Quebec,
alberta, and Ontario. in 1959, she
married John McKay-clements, her
beloved husband of 17 years, mayor
of the former town of haileybury
(1971–75). Margaret was a kind, en-
gaging and spiritual person, gener-
ous in both family and community.
She was honoured for a lifetime of
volunteer work, which included work
with the iODe, Meals on Wheels,
Temiskaming art Gallery, art Gallery
of Ontario, and serving on the boards
of St. andrews United church, hai-
leybury, and the haileybury Public
 library. She is survived by her son
John McKay-clements, his wife,
 lesley Young, and the extended
 family of her late brother Peter.

Donald William McLennan, MD’54,
of Grimsby, Ont., died March 28 in his
87th year. he is survived by his wife,
Mona (chapman), arts’53, children
Sara, Julia, artsci’85, and John, and
six grandchildren. Bill devoted his life
to his family and to his career as a
family physician, anesthetist and
coroner. he was also an accom-
plished woodworker and sailor. he
took great pleasure in his various
cars and pets over the years. Bill was
a great admirer of Winston churchill
and a collector of his writings and
memorabilia.

William James Ronan, BSc’54, died
april 5, aged 85. Jim grew up in
Kenora, Ont. his mother, lula Ronan,

was a 1917 Queen’s graduate. Jim 
led a life filled with friends, faith and
family. he was predeceased by his
wife, Barbara. he is survived by his
children chris (Wendy), Jane Roe-
buck (Dave) and Trish (Doug), and
nine grandchildren. a proud Queen’s
civil engineering grad, Jim spent his
working years in the Ready Mix in-
dustry. his play time was enjoyed
with friends and his family on the
golf course or ski hills. Jim was a fun,
kind and generous man of honour.

Dalton McFarlane Waller, arts’45,
died March 5 in Toronto. he is sur-
vived by Peggy, his wife of 70 years,
sons Grant, Garfield and andrew,
and their families. During the Sec-
ond World War, Dalton was a lieu-
tenant in the Royal canadian Navy,
serving on active duty in the North
atlantic. continuing in the family
business, Dalton became president
of Walfoods ltd. and Dalmar Foods
ltd. The business became one of
canada’s leading privately owned
food service management compa-
nies. Dalton was well known and
 respected in the hospitality industry.
he was president of the Travel indus-
try association of canada, the
 canadian Restaurant association
and the convention & Tourist Bureau
of Metro Toronto. as patriarch of the
Waller family, Dalton led by example
as a kind and honourable man. 
he led a rich and fulfilling life and
was always quick with a smile, a
handshake, a witty remark or a 
great story.

Beverley Alexander Thomas Wat-
son, BSc’50, died on June 11, three
days after celebrating his 91st birth-
day at a lunch with his daughter
Jayne, artsci’82, MPa’83, and his son
Jim. Bev was very proud of his
Queen’s education and delighted
that his daughter and granddaugh-
ters Olivia Froislie (artsci’14) and
Nicola Froislie (artsci’17) followed in
his footsteps. he was predeceased by
his beloved wife, Frances. Bev was a
member of the “greatest generation”
who fought for freedom during the
Second World War when he left
Queen’s after his first year to serve
with the Royal Regiment of canada.

Marie Louise (Best) Westervelt,
BNSc’58, died april 10 in North
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Vancouver, B.c. The daughter of
clare (Parr), Bcom’30, and albert
Best, Marie studied nursing at
Queen’s and then Montreal General
hospital. after graduation, she
worked for the Victorian Order of
Nurses in Ottawa and elliot lake.
She married Ralph Westervelt,
MSc’60, in 1959, and the family
moved from Toronto to Vancouver
in 1964. Marie returned to nursing
in 1976, working at Burnaby General
and lion’s Gate hospitals. She loved
spending time with her family,
being outdoors and travelling.
 Despite many serious health issues
over the last few years, Marie con-
tinued to enjoy her association with
highlands United church and Silver
harbour Senior centre, playing
bridge and taking aquafit classes.
Marie is survived by her sister,
Sheila, children leslie and Kathy,
and six grandchildren. 

Correction: in Issue 2-2016, we listed
John D. McGeachy’s degree as
BSc’56. in fact, it was BSc’53. Thank
you to his friend ernie Jury, Sc’55,
MBa’62, who let us know of the error.

1960s.
Notes 
Barry Wellar, arts’64 (MS, PhD,
Northwestern) wrote an op-ed col-
umn on light rail transit funding for
the Transportation Policy briefing
published in the april 4, 2016 issue 
of The Hill Times. You can read his
 column (and others) on his website:
wellar.ca/wellarconsulting. Barry was
also featured in a June cBc National
News story about Gordie howe, after
the death of “Mr. hockey.” Barry plays
with the elder Skatesmen and Silver
Streaks in Ottawa, and is involved
with the 80+ hockey hall of
Fame.Watch the story online at
bit.ly/28WsZx2. 

Members of Meds’63 and their
spouses recently got together for a

mini-reunion. Seen here, Dave Sutton,
Gail hayes, arthur and Mary Moody,
Bob and lois Vaughan, Dave and
Joan Skene, John and Pat Taylor.

Deaths
Cynthia Carolyn
(Heppler) Hooker,
Ba’69, died May 15
in her 78th year.
She is survived by
charles, her hus-
band of 48 years,
daughters cather-

ine and claire, three granddaughters,
and extended family. Gentle, kind,
fun and generous-hearted, cynthia
loved her family and friends and ac-
tively participated in the communi-
ties in which she lived. cynthia grew
up in Ontario. She moved to Ger-
many to take a teaching job. There,
she met charles hooker, a Signals
 officer with the canadian military;
they married and were posted to
Kingston, where she studied english
literature and history at Queen’s.
charlie’s career took them to heidel-
berg, Montreal, augusta and Ottawa;

CONSIDER THE FUTURE
AS YOU CELEBRATE THE PAST,

CONSIDER THE FUTURE

REMEMBER QUEEN’S IN YOUR WILL.

O�ce of Gift Planning | 613.533.2060 | 1.800.267.7837

gift.planning@queensu.ca | queensu.ca/alumni/giftplanning

Im
age courtesy of Q

ueen’s A
rchives – Q

ueen’s Picture Collection

             



40 issue 3, 2016 | alumnireview.queensu.ca

KEEPING IN TOUCH
1970s

together, they raised their two much-
loved daughters and made friends
from around the world. as location
allowed, cynthia continued to teach
and to take courses at various univer-
sities. She loved learning and was a
strong believer in education, inspir-
ing many of her students. She also
volunteered for many years at
canada’s National art Gallery as a
 docent. in their retirement, charles
and cynthia bought a farm near
 Orangeville; there, they planted
20,000 trees and enjoyed the com-
pany of nearby family. cynthia also
taught at a local school, volunteered,
attended many concerts and art
 exhibits, joined book clubs and the
University Women’s club, and
 organized a visiting university
 lecturer series for the community.

Patrick Francis Tucker, Ba’67,
Bed’69, died June 27, 2015, in
Brockville, Ont. he was a dear uncle
and great-uncle and a dedicated
parishioner of St. Francis Xavier
church.

1970s.
Family News

David M. Nesbitt,
MBa’70, has en-
tered his second
year as director,
business and trust
operations, for
legacy Trust
 company ltd., a 

hong Kong-based company. he has
been in the financial services sector
in asia, based in hong Kong, for the
past 35 years. David and his wife,
Wendy, founded a centre for special-
needs young adults – the Nesbitt
centre ltd. – in 1993, and live with
their daughter laurie in hong Kong.
Their son James, artsci’96, lives in
Singapore with his family. Their son
Jonathan lives with his family in
Tokyo.

Stefan Semchyshyn, Meds’71, and
his wife, helena, are grandparents
again. Their daughter Natalie Sem-
chyshyn-harris welcomed twins
 ashton and Brady on Dec. 4, 2015.

Stefan writes, “Natalie was born in
March 1968 and was the first baby in
our class. Son Terry, born april 1971,
was a graduation gift.” Natalie also
has a daughter, ember acadia, and
Terry has a son, Nicholas. 

Gene Wolski, MBa’76, retired three
years ago from his career in the fi-
nancial services industry. Gene and
alice, his wife of 27 years, are looking
forward to visiting Queen’s again this
fall for his class’s 40th-anniversary
 reunion at homecoming, and to visit
with their son adam, who will be
 enrolled in the Master of interna-
tional Business program at Smith
School of Business.

Job News
James Lambert, artsci’79 (Ma, Nor-
man Paterson School of international

2016
aboriginal Teacher education Program (1991)

international centre for the advancement of
community Based Rehabilitation (icacBR) (1991)

Queen’s School of Nursing (1941)

Queen’s University alumni association (1926)

Queen’s Department of classics (1841)

Happy anniversary! 
Queen’s University is celebrating its 175th anniversary from May 2016 to May 2017. 

Groups and departments across Queen’s are also celebrating milestone years, including:

2017
Queen’s equity Office (1997)

Queen’s centre for Teaching and learning (1992)

Queen’s Faculty of law (1957)

agnes etherington art centre (1957)

cFRc Radio (1922)

Queen’s Faculty of education (1907)

Learn more: queensu.ca/175

Watch for our special Queen’s 175th anniversary issue, coming to your mailbox or inbox in early December, 
just before the magazine celebrates its own 90th anniversary in 2017.
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affairs, carleton), after concluding a
33-year career as a canadian diplo-
mat, has joined the Organization of
american States (OaS) as Secretary
for hemispheric affairs. having spent
much of his career working in or on
latin america and the caribbean,
 including as ambassador accredited
to Guatemala, el Salvador and Belize,
and most recently as ambassador
 accredited to the international
courts and Tribunals based in the
hague, James is pleased to bring his
background and experience to this
important regional mechanism for
political dialogue and coordination.
Specific responsibilities include
 managing OaS effective public
 management programs, the Sum-
mits of the americas process and
OaS Public Diplomacy. 

In the digital Review, James Lambert
takes part in a career Q&A with politi-
cal studies student Brandon Jamieson,
Artsci’17.

Notes 
W. Douglas Jordan, MBa’71, still en-
joys executive coaching as the princi-
pal/owner at aFS consulting. he
recently published a book on man-
agement effectiveness entitled The
Dynamics of Management: Mastering
the Intangibles of Influencing Others.

On May 19, Derek Wilson, Sc’71,
 received a certificate from canadian
Blood Services acknowledging his
300 donations of whole blood or
plasma over the past 45 years. earlier
the same day, by coincidence, Derek
made his 305th donation.

Deaths
Murray Buchanan,
Ba’78, MBa’80, died
Dec. 31, 2015 at
home in airdrie,
alta., aged 59. at
Queen’s, Murray
met his future 
wife, catherine

 Fuyarchuk, artsci’79, ed’80, in a
 canadian social history class. Murray
played football for three seasons for
the Golden Gaels and was also on the
wrestling team. he served as chief
constable of the aMS. after complet-
ing his history degree, Murray studied
business, winning the Vicom award of

Merit in 1980 for highest combined
level of excellence in academic stand-
ing and extracurricular participation
for his MBa class. Murray began his
professional career with Procter &
Gamble in Toronto but was soon
 recruited by Dome Petroleum and
headed west in 1981. he worked for a
number of energy companies in the
calgary region, eventually becoming
VP of strategy and new ventures for
Pembina Pipeline corp. he also had a
passion for municipal politics, serving
for 21 years as an alderman for the
city of airdrie. active in his commu-
nity, he coached minor soccer, hockey
and lacrosse. he was honoured to re-
ceive the alberta centennial Medal in
2005 and the Soul of airdrie award in
2010. Murray had a massive soft spot
for his four children. although he ap-
peared tough on the exterior, his kids
knew him for the big teddy bear he
really was. he supported all their ac-
tivities whether it was sports, dance,
Girl Guides, piano recitals or band
concerts. Murray is survived by his
wife, catherine; his children Fiona,
Peter, ian and cheyenne, and ex-
tended family.

Emily (Motyer) Harris, Ba’73, died
Feb. 11, 2014, following a sudden

heart attack in
Midland, Ont.
emily was the
beloved wife of 
Dr. Grant harris
(Queen’s adjunct
professor, Psychol-
ogy), who himself

died Oct. 4, 2014, following a sudden
hemorrhagic stroke. emily is deeply
missed by her children, anne,
artsci’03, MSc’05, and Thom (Jillian)
and will be remembered in stories to
granddaughter Delilah (born 2015).
emily was a much beloved sister,
aunt, cousin and friend to many. She
and her Queen’s roommates Mary
Rosebrugh, Diane (Rutter) Jeudy-
hugo and leona Woods, all arts’73,
greatly enjoyed reuniting annually to
vacation together. emily and Grant
settled in Midland in 1980 and emily
became a lifelong educator and sig-
nificant volunteer in her community.
She received the June callwood cir-
cle of Outstanding Volunteers award
for her work with the bereaved
through hospice huronia. Other or-
ganizations benefiting from her pas-
sion, knowledge, and commitment
to service included the huronia Play-
ers, Friends of Sainte-Marie, the MSS

World Class Northern Adventures
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School council and huronia Perform-
ing arts for children. emily’s laughter
was well known in her various circles
and her kindness and sympathetic
ear are missed by all who knew her.

Ann Caroline (Bala) Matyas, Ba’69
(MSW, carleton), died april 19 in
 Ottawa at the age of 67. For 35 years,
she was the loving wife of Robert,
MSc’73, and a devoted mother to ian
(Rosalinda), and David (Fauzia). She
was the cherished grandmother of
ian’s children camila and Mariana
and the beloved sister of Nicholas
Bala, law’77 (Martha, arts’73,
Meds’84) and hugh Thompson
(Vivien). She is also deeply missed by
her extended family and her friends.
ann was a social worker at the Royal
Ottawa and Ottawa hospitals. an
avid reader, she loved literature and
joyously debated novels over
gluten-free biscuits with her book
club friends. in recent years, ann was
passionately researching and writing
the story of her family’s holocaust
experiences in czechoslovakia. She
will be remembered in wide-
brimmed hat amidst her perennials,
grasping Nordic poles on treks
through the Greenbelt, and with
rosy cheeks and deep blue eyes on
endless eastern Township ski trails. 

1980s.
Honours
Bruce Cowle, com’85, was recently
given the Napanee Bia Milestone
award in recognition of his civic
 involvement in a number of local
 organizations and his pro bono work
for not-for-profit groups. Bruce has
practised law in his hometown of
 Napanee, Ont., since 1990. he and
his wife, Donna, have two children,
alex (23) and Jocelyn (20).

Diana Drury, artsci’83, ed’84, was in-
ducted into the canadian collegiate
athletic association hall of Fame in
June. This latest honour is Diana’s
seventh hall of fame induction: she is
also a member of the Kenner colle-
giate, St. lawrence college Sports,
Queen’s University coaches, Ocaa,
Peterborough and District Sports
and Kingston and District Sports
halls of fame. Diana played varsity ice
hockey as a student and was later

the Gaels’ women’s hockey coach.
During her time at St. lawrence
 college, where she was the college’s
athletic director and student life
counsellor, Diana also coached 15
teams in four different sports. These
days, Diana is the director of team
and personal coaching at Smith
School of Business.

engineers canada recently honoured
Nancy (McConnell) Nelson, Sc’81,
with its Medal for Distinction in engi-
neering education. Nancy, who is a
professor of electronic systems engi-
neering at conestoga college, was
honoured for her commitment to ex-
cellence and innovation in engineer-
ing education. “at every opportunity,”
said her citation, “she incorporates
new and relevant teaching method-
ologies into her classroom to engage
and motivate her students. after
 extensive research in the field, she
 pioneered Project Based learning
(PBl) with the creation of a highly
 effective four-year, electronic Sys-
tems engineering (eSe) degree pro-
gram. collaborating with local
primary and secondary schools, and
outreach activities such as Go eNG
Girl, Day with a Difference and cyber
Olympiad, Ms. Nelson continues to
be an unflagging advocate for engi-
neering education and careers.” 
She is the first college professor to
win the prestigious award since its
introduction in 1995. Queen’s friends
can contact Nancy at
n_nelson@rogers.com.

Family News

Todd Corradetti, com’80, will
 welcome his first grandchild this
summer. his eldest daughter, Dr.
Rachel corradetti-Sargeant, and her
husband, Mat, are expecting a girl.
Todd didn’t anticipate becoming a
grandfather so soon, but notes that
time does fly by when you’re having
fun. he predicts he will need to cut
back on his daily hockey games to

babysit. Seen here: Kiersten
 corradetti, artsci’10, Kelsey
 corradetti, BFa’13, Mat Sargeant,
Rachel corradetti-Sargeant, and
Todd and Susan corradetti.

Helen (Short), com’88, and Ken
Klassen, artsci’88, wrapped up their
three-year Swiss adventure in July
and returned to Toronto. although
they miss living in central europe,
the amazing travel opportunities and
the chocolate, they are glad to be
back in canada, closer to friends and
family.

John McVicar, com’86, and Kathryn
Milroy, artsci’87, relocated from
 calgary to Johannesburg, South
africa, in 2015. John is a partner at eY
and now leads the finance improve-
ment practice for eY across africa.
Both John and Kathryn are loving
their experience in africa and look
forward to exploring the continent as
much as possible during their three-
year posting. This is their first “empty
nest” experience, with their three
 children all staying behind in canada
(though they are making regular vis-
its to africa). andrew, Sc’13, works for 
Transcanada in calgary; James is
graduating from Bishop’s University
and moving to Toronto; and Natalie is
graduating from Brentwood college
on Vancouver island and will be joining
the Queen’s class of 2020 in the fall.

Lloy, OT’84, and
Trevor Schindeler,
artsci’80, Ma’82,
law’84, sent us this
flashback photo
from homecoming
1994. Seen here,
their young son
Ryan with lloy,

pregnant with her second child,
Tamara. “While we do not have a
 picture of Tamara visiting Queen’s as
an infant, we do have this picture. if
there is any validity to the theory of
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prenatal learning, the unborn Tamara
was subject to many an Oil Thigh,”
writes Trevor. See page 49 for a fur-
ther family update.

Notes 
Don Breithaupt,
artsci’83, and his
band, Monkey
house, have a new
album out: Left.
The album features

guest appearances by Steely Dan
alumni Jay Graydon, elliott Randall,
Drew Zingg and Michael leonhart.
also joining Don for his fifth Monkey
house outing are songwriter Marc
Jordan (Rod Stewart, chicago),
 saxophonist Donny Mccaslin (David
Bowie) and vocalists David Blamires
(Pat Metheny Group) and lucy
Woodward (Snarky Puppy). 

B. Gerry Coulter,
artsci’84 and ‘85,
Ma’88 (PhD, car-
leton) celebrates
his 25th year as a
professor with the
launch of his most

recent book: From Achilles to
Zarathustra – Jean Baudrillard on
 Theorists, Artists, Intellectuals and
 Others. Gerry is professor of sociology
(Theory, art, and cinema) at Bishop’s
University in Sherbrooke, Qc, where
he has been recruiting graduate stu-
dents for the sociology department
at Queen’s for many years! he may be
reached at gcoulter@ubishops.ca.

Alvin M.T.K. Hew, com’86, has called
Singapore home since 2013. There, he
covers the asia region for the abraaj
Group, a Dubai-based private-equity
firm, as managing director and head
of aPaG (arab Pacific arab Gulf ) asia.
alvin is looking forward to connect-
ing with classmates at his 30th-
 anniversary reunion at this year’s
homecoming in October and with
friends who visit Singapore.

Rob Keith, artsci’88, coned’89, re-
cently completed instructor certifica-
tion with the american Sailing
association and has been teaching
“cruise and learn” courses through
 island cruising in Sidney, B.c. When
not sailing, Rob is a school adminis-
trator at Branton School in calgary.

Ron Stenzl, com’85, who retired
from leeds Transit in 2014, has em-
barked on a new career as president
and ceO of Snell Golf canada. Ron
also continues to coach girls’ high
school basketball at Rideau District
high in elgin, Ont., and lives with his
wife, Janice, in Gananoque.

Tamara Vander-
sluis, com’85, has
been having fun
working as a senior
iT specialist for R2i,
an iT resources, in-
frastructure and in-
tegration provider.

Tamara has been with the company
for two years. She is also working on
a start-up offering equine-based
leadership training.

Deaths
Philippe Roger Dollois, BSc’82, died
May 4, following a stroke. Phil was
cherished by his family: his wife, Tracy
Dollois, children Marc, artsci’12, (fi-
ancée emily Unal, artsci’12), and
Michelle Dollois, stepchildren Doug,
liz and Pat livingstone, his mother

Paper or digital? Your choice.
You have the choice to go paperless and read the 
Review on your computer, phone, or tablet. Let us know
your preference: paper or digital (or both!) Email
review@queensu.ca to change your subscription
preference or your address.

Bonus digital content in this issue:
B RET, Relay and RIOT: a video interview with PhD

candidate Mathieu Crupi
B Alumni spotlight: Dr. Gina Ogilvie, Artsci’89 (Biology),

on her work to end cervical cancer
B Strength in numbers: the Canadian Cancer Trial Group
B Trials help clinicians face the most daunting disease
B Finding quality of life amidst quantity of data
B Calculating the real value of clinical trials
B The Queen’s cancer clinic: a 1947 Queen’s Review

report on Ontario’s 4rst fully equipped cancer clinic,
housed at KGH

Explore these stories and more:
queensu.ca/alumnireview.
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anne Marie Dollois, sisters anne Marie
and Suzanne and extended family,
 including five grandchildren. he was
predeceased in 2006 by his first wife,
Beverley Jean atkinson, BSc’82. Phil
worked many years in the energy
 industry at Ontario hydro and then
OPG, in consulting at Deloitte, and in
finance at canada Pension Plan
 investment Board. But his job was just 
a job. his world revolved around his
family and his friends. he loved hik-
ing, skiing, travelling, snorkelling, Dr.
Who and Monty Python. Since 2010,
his physical activity had been cur-
tailed by illness, but still he was al-
ways curious, always passionate
about issues, reading, learning, talk-
ing, discussing, and sometimes even
arguing. he was a kind and wonderful
man who is remembered with love.

1990s.
Commitments
Craig Rosario, com’97, married
Robert Peterson on March 12 in
Rancho Mirage, calif. craig and
Robert live in Victoria, B.c., with their

dogs Brandy and lily. Seen here:
Steve Farragher, Dave Jones, Janice
Farrell Jones, charles conroy, all
com’97; Katy church, artsci’97; craig;
Kamini Mclellan, lloyd Mclellan,
Stephen church and Jeff Norton, all
com’97; Jennifer and emily church;
and chris Mcclement, com’97. 

Honours
Meera Nathwani-Crowe, Sc’95, was
selected as one of alberta’s energy
Futures lab Fellows, collaborating
with influencers and innovators from
industry, NGOs, First Nations com-
munities, academia, and government
to address current and future energy
challenges in alberta. The energy Fu-
tures lab is convened by The Natural
Step canada, Pembina institute, Sun-
cor energy Foundation, The Banff
centre, and The Government of 

alberta. Over the next three years,
the lab will engage the Fellows, their
networks, and the public to acceler-
ate the transition to a sustainable,
 resilient energy system. “it’s a huge
opportunity to work among a broad
group with diverse views, explore the
challenges and opportunities we
have in alberta and design a strategy
that serves our province’s needs eco-
nomically and environmentally; not
just for today, but for the future,” says
Meera, who manages environment
and technology for Shell’s heavy Oil
business.

Nilufer Erdebil,
Sc’96, MBa’03, re-
ceived the cana-
dian Women in
communications
and Technology
leader award in
Ottawa. Nilufer is
ceO and founder

of Spring2 innovation, an innovation
consulting and training company.

Sean Silcoff, com’92, and co-author
Jacquie McNish won the National
Business Book award on for their

Thank you for all that you do for Queen’s and your communities.
Learn more about this year’s recipients and the Queen’s University 
Alumni Association (QUAA) Branch Awards. Visit queensu.ca/alumni

The Kathleen Beaumont Hill Award
VANCOUVER BRANCH

November 24, 2016
Heather F. Clarke, NSc’66

Branch
Award recipients

Congratulations 
to our

The Toronto Branch Award
TORONTO BRANCH
November 30, 2016
Sheila A. Murray, Com’79, Law’82
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2015 book Losing the Signal: The
Spectacular Rise and Fall of BlackBerry.
The bestselling book, published in
canada by harpercollins, was also
shortlisted for the international
 Financial Times & McKinsey Business
Book of the Year award last fall. Sean
is a business journalist with The
Globe and Mail in Ottawa.

Job News
Jacques Cantin, eMBa’99,  co-
founded caninno inc. last summer 
to address a complex problem in the
wind power industry. The technology
development company is currently
involved in the design, innovation
and commercialization of solutions
for the de-icing of wind turbine
blades. The company’s patent-pend-
ing fibre-laser-based technology is
suitable for the detection, location
and ablation of ice and other surface
deposits on composite blades. 

Robert Leckey,
artsci’97, has
begun a five-year
term as dean of the
Faculty of law,
McGill University,
where he has been

teaching since 2006. he was also
named Samuel Gale Professor.

Heather Mace, artsci’93, ed’94, is,
after two years in Belgium as the
principal of a DND school on a NaTO
base, moving back to Ottawa, where
she will serve as the senior education
officer for children’s education man-
agement within the canadian Forces.
She remains on secondment from
the OcDSB. While missing the beer,
chocolate and cheese in Belgium,
heather, her husband and two chil-
dren are looking forward to recon-
necting with family and friends back
home.

Matthew Seagrim, Sc’96, is the
managing director of SceNe, the loy-
alty program operated by cineplex
and Scotiabank. With more than 
7.5 million members, it is one of the
biggest programs in canada.

in January, Daniel A. Szpiro, MBa’90,
was appointed dean of the School of
Professional Programs at Marist
 college in Poughkeepsie, N.Y. The
school focuses on adult and continu-
ing education.

John C. Taddeo, MBa’94, VP, portfo-
lio manager and investment advisor
with TD Wealth Private investment
advice, has relocated to the TD
 Summit Branch in Toronto.

Notes 
Jana (Cadsby)
Bell, artsci’92,
founded amazon
Rainforest conser-
vancy (aRc), a
charity that does
conservation work
in the amazon
rainforest in Peru.
You can read a
 recent interview

with Jana about her recent work in
Peru: guycrittenden.blogspot.ca

Richard C.K. Cheung, com’95, has
been a fan of racing and equine
sports since his days at Queen’s. Six
years ago, Richard combined his
business knowledge with his passion
for horse racing, taking on the role of
executive director, customer and
marketing, with the hong Kong
Jockey club. 

Peter J. Schuurman, Ma’95 (Sociol-
ogy) successfully defended his PhD
in Religious Studies at the University
of Waterloo in February. his disserta-
tion, Bruxy Cavey and The Meeting
House Megachurch: A Dramaturgical
Model of Charismatic Leadership Per-
forming “Evangelicalism for People Not
Into Evangelicalism” is now available
online. Peter lives in Guelph, Ont.,
with his wife, Joy, and children
Joseph, Petra and Grace.

Deaths
Robert Ball, BSc’95, passed away
peacefully in Kingston after a long
and courageous battle with cancer.
he is deeply missed by his wife alli-
son (lindsay), Sc’99, and their young
daughters charlotte and Ryan. Bob is
also remembered by many family
and friends in the Kingston area, in-
cluding his mother, Mary, who
worked in the Queen’s Registrar’s
 office for many years, and father, Ron.
in honour of Bob’s anonymous stem
cell donor who gave hope and a pos-
sible cure for Bob’s cancer, allison,
family, Queen’s and community
friends run a yearly swab drive with

canadian Blood Services, the engi-
neering Society and Queen’s Blood
Team to help increase the interna-
tional database and the limited 50
per cent chance of finding matches
for people with blood cancers for
stem cell/bone marrow transplants.

Laurel (Anderson)
Weigelt, Ba’90,
died april 28 at the
age of 48. laurel
was a proud alum-
nus and supporter
of Queen’s. laurel
savoured every
moment at
Queen’s, making
lifelong friends and

also meeting her future husband,
John Weigelt, a 1990 RMc grad.
 During her time at Queen’s, laurel
practised her craft of writing as a
sports reporter for the Queen’s Jour-
nal. With her trademark enthusiasm,
laurel celebrated her 25th reunion
last October in Kingston with friends
and classmates, just months after
 attending the convocation of her son
Maximillian Weigelt, artsci’15. laurel
embraced life, celebrated joy, and
savoured family and friends. in addi-
tion to John and Max, laurel is
 survived by daughter Brynn. laurel
overcame many obstacles to attend
Queen’s, and as a result donations in
support of the Queen’s Student
 Financial assistance Fund are greatly
appreciated: givetoqueens.ca. 
Read more about laurel at 
forlaurel.wordpress.com. #FOl

2000s.
Births

Hamzeena
Fay Marzuq,
eMBa’09, and
her husband,
James Mcleod,
welcomed
their first child,
Zara alexan-
dra, on Jan. 25.

Steven P. Maynard, eMBa’09, and
his wife, candice, welcomed Made-
line on Nov. 23, 2015. a sister for
luke. Steve keeps busy with his
young family and leading eY’s cana-
dian data and analytics practice.
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Brendan, artsci’03,
MPa’05, Meds’10,
and Paula (Jarvis)
Miles, artsci’05,
welcomed Jane,
their first child, on
april 20 in calgary.
Paula and Brendan

met on the Queen’s triathlon team in
September 2002. They had their first
date at the Queen’s Pub under the
watchful eyes of David Wares, Sc’06
(TaPS/QP manager, 2004–05) and
Tyler Turnbull, artsci’06, (aMS presi-
dent, 2004–05) – both of whom were
later in Paula and Brendan’s wedding
party in September 2013. With this
announcement, Paula and Brendan
would like to acknowledge all the
wonderful gifts and opportunities
Queen’s University has provided for
them, and how forever grateful they
will be to both Queen’s and Kingston
communities. Cha Gheill!

Commitments
Courtney
Starr, artsci’07,
and Jared
Solinger, Sc’07,
were married in
Toronto on May
30, 2015.
Twelve years
after they met

in residence at Victoria hall, they wed,
surrounded by many Queen’s alumni,
including Jared’s stepfather, John
Scott, arts’72, who led the guests in
an Oil Thigh during dinner! The cou-
ple live in Toronto where Jared prac-
tises corporate law and courtney
works in commercial real estate. 

Honours
Ellie Clin, artsci’08, was chosen by
National Geographic and lindblad
 expeditions as a Grosvenor Teacher
Fellow. This fellowship recognizes
commitment to geographic educa-
tion and geographic literacy within
the classroom, and is given to only 35
teachers across North america annu-
ally. ellie, a first-grade teacher at The
Grove community School in Toronto,
travelled on expedition to antarctica,
accompanied by National Geographic
expedition experts. She also partici-
pated in photography and outreach
planning workshops, to help her

make the most of her experience. “i
returned with a greater understand-
ing about the history, nature, and
general health of the antarctic envi-
ronment, as well as inspiration to

bring this in-
formation to
my classroom,”
says ellie. She
shared this
photo of an
adelie penguin

she took on her trip. She also has a
blog: penguinlearners.com.

Job News
Crystal (Kuan) and David Brent,
both com’07, recently moved from
london, U.K., to New York. crystal is
VP, marketing and communications
for Rolls-Royce; David is a private
 equity principal at apollo Global
Management.

Scott Courtice, artsci’02, is now the
executive director of the london
 intercommunity health centre in
london, Ont. “The health centre de-
livers accessible, quality health and
social services to some of london’s
most vulnerable people, including
those living in poverty and experi-
encing homelessness,” says Scott. “i’ll
be using the leadership skills i began
developing as aMS President
(2001–02) to help advance health
 equity in my community. i also re-
cently won Business london’s ‘Top 
20 Under 40’ award in recognition of
my career success and community
leadership.”

Craig Hum, cQ-eMBa’08, is now
 director, analytics and insights, at
shomiTM, the canadian subscription-
video-on-demand service provider.

Cat London,
artsci’03, and
Liz Cooper, a
student in the
Master of envi-
ronmental
Studies pro-
gram, have

teamed up to help Kingston area
parents take better photos of their
kids. The pair, each of whom has her
own photography business (cat lon-
don Photography and lizzography,
respectively), have created a work-
shop called “Shoot Yer Kids” in which

queensu.ca/earthenergyleadership

Part-time, Online 
Master s in EARTH AND 
ENERGY RESOURCES  
LEADERSHIP 
For Commerce, Engineering, or 
Science graduates
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A CELEBRATORY KISS

Mr. Trudeau, the first sitting prime minis-
ter to participate in the parade, as he
made his way down Yonge Street. The
joyful moment was captured by Victoria’s
wife, Emily Herczeg, Artsci’11.

Victoria Schwarzl, Artsci’08, gets a kiss
from Prime Minister Justin Trudeau
 during Toronto’s Pride Parade on July 3.
 Victoria is the communications manager
with Pride Toronto. She was escorting
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they teach parents everything they
need to know about taking great
photos of their favourite subjects.
cat teaches the “studio” or posed
portion of the workshop while liz
 focuses on candid photography. 
shootyerkids.com

Chris Radcliffe, com’00, has
launched a new product, the Go
 intranet accelerator. Go is designed
to help organizations modernize
their digital workplace communica-
tion and collaboration on Office 365. 
connectwithgo.com

Akis Vitsentzatos, com’02, has
 accepted a position as a legal officer
with the Department of National De-
fence’s Office of the Judge advocate
General. While practising law for the
past nine years, akis was a reservist
with the 1st hussars, an armoured
reconnaissance regiment based in
london, Ont. at his new posting in
Ottawa, akis will be a Regular Force
member of the canadian armed
Forces.

Notes
Sharon A. Bain, eMBa’05, though
now retired, is delivering cPa
canada financial literacy workshops
in the Winnipeg area to middle-
income canadians, new canadians,
new entrepreneurs and post-
secondary students.

Faheem Noor Ali, com’01, sold
cookNook, the food-sharing start-up
he co-founded in Washington, Dc, to
a competitor after building the busi-
ness for more than a year. he remains
an access to finance consultant at
the World Bank Group.

Lisa Orr, com’01, recently completed
her Queen’s aMBa. She lives in
Toronto with her husband and three
children. in 2013, she launched Orr
etiquette, which provides consulting
and training services in etiquette and
protocol for businesses, universities,
schools and private clients. She is
also a blogger for the Huffington Post
Canada and the etiquette expert for
cTV’s The Social. orretiquette.com

Deaths
Saturlino Leandro, Bed’03, Med’13,
died april 6 in Ottawa.

2010s.
Commitments

Anando Chatter-
jee and Aarti
Deshmukh, both
MBa’13, married in
January and re-
cently moved to
Toronto. anando
works at TeraGo

Networks as product manager, cloud
services. aarti is employed with
credit Suisse as assistant vice-presi-
dent of group finance.

Family News

Tamara Schindeler, NSc’16, first vis-
ited Queen’s campus in utero, for
homecoming 1994. here she is at the
Queen’s sign on Union Street at Uni-
versity avenue, 22 years after her

mom and brother were snapped at
the same spot: see page 42. Tamara
comes from a long line of Queen’s
grads, including brother Ryan, Sc’15,
parents lloy, OT’84, and Trevor
Schindeler, artsci’80, Ma’82, law’84,
grandmother Marilyn hunter, NSc’56,
and great-grandfather Frank Dea-
mude, BSc 1922.

Honours
Dave M. Hooge, eMBa’16, President
and General Manager of calgary’s
Stepper custom homes, received the
George Frieser award, the highest
accolade of the canadian home
Builders’ association (chBa) alberta.
The award recognizes leadership,
dedication and outstanding long-
time service at the provincial level.

Laurel Walzak, eMBa’14, received
the 2016 Ontario Volunteer Service
award from the Ministry of citizen-
ship, immigration and international
Trade in recognition of her role as a
community volunteer through five
years of service supporting George
Brown college.

Job News
Frank Attaie, cQ-eMBa’11, is now di-
rector and head of the financial services
and insurance sector at iBM canada. 



50 issue 3, 2016 | alumnireview.queensu.ca

KEEPING IN TOUCH
2010s

Kevin Dong, MFin’14, accepted a
 finance manager role at Versacold
corporation on april 8, his eighth
wedding anniversary.

Olivia Froislie, artsci’14, attended
Parsons after Queen’s, and while
studying for her fashion marketing
degree, she interned for Marc Jacobs
and Tanya Taylor. She now works for
Spring, a mobile shopping platform
representing thousands of clothing
and lifestyle brands. She invites
Queen’s friends to contact her when
they’re visiting New York city: olivi-
afroislie@gmail.com

Heather Hawks, com’10, GDa’10, has
joined Re/MaX hallmark Realty as a
residential real estate agent, specializ-
ing in the fast-paced Toronto market.

Mathieu Laberge, eMBa-
americas’16, is now director of policy
in the Office of canada’s Minister of
Families, children and Social Devel-
opment. 

Sameer Ladiwala, eMBa-
americas’15, is now a corporate
 controller at cypress Semiconductor
corp., based in San Jose, calif.

Janelle Mann, PhD’12 (Management)
was promoted to associate professor
in the Department of economics at the
University of Manitoba. This past year
the Mann family also celebrated the
birth of a second son, James Jason.

Amarachi Miller, MMa’15, is now
manager of data strategy and prod-
uct marketing for the americas for
Xaxis, the programmatic arm of WPP,
a British multinational advertising
and public relations company. 

Chengbo Qian, com’12, successfully
completed his chartered Profes-
sional accountants (cPa) canada
designation and took on the role of
financial services manager with air
canada at its operations centre in
Brampton, Ont.

Ashraf Saleh, MiB’15, recently ac-
quired his canadian institute of
 chartered accountant (cica) and
canadian Risk Management (cRM)
designations. ashraf is a senior con-
sultant for Pricewaterhousecoopers. 

Nem Stefanovic, eMBa-americas’15,
is VP, research and development 
at Kooltra, a cloud-based capital-

markets platform. his twins, lukas
and Sofia, turned four in april.

Winnie Wong, com’11, is project
manager for the Global Fashion
Group, managing ventures launches.
Winnie lives in Singapore.

Notes
Casey Burgess, cQ-eMBa’14, has
begun his second term as mayor of
the city of Wilmer, Texas, after run-
ning unopposed in this year’s
 general election.

Makarand Deshpande, cQ-
eMBa’10, passed the Financial Plan-
ning Standards council’s (FPSc) level
1 exam and is in the process of com-
pleting his certified Financial Planner
(cFP) designation. in addition,
Makarand earned his chartered life
Underwriter (clU) credential, one of
the most prestigious designations in
the financial planning industry.

Katrina Rees, com’15, will be at-
tending graduate school at the
 University of St. andrews in Scotland
this fall in the Mlitt international
business program.

Class of 
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From ret to Relay to riot
Queen’s students take on cancer
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In Dr. Lois Mulligan’s lab in the Department of
Pathology and Molecular Medicine, PhD candi-

date Mathieu Crupi studies the ret protein. ret
plays an important role in kidney and enteric
 nervous system development, but can contribute
to many human cancers, including those of the
thyroid, lung, breast and pancreas. Outside the
lab, Mr. Crupi is involved in fundraising efforts to
 support cancer research.  He was co-president of
this spring’s Queen’s Relay for Life event. He is
also active, with many of his peers, in community
outreach and education initiatives on the topic 
of cancer. Mr. Crupi is a co-chair of the Canadian
Cancer Society’s riot – Research Information
 Outreach Team – a group of Queen’s graduate
and post-doctoral students who share information
on cancer prevention, treatment and research
with the Kingston community. This spring, the

team held its second annual “Let’s Talk Cancer”
event, an  educational symposium for local high
school students to visit Queen’s to learn about
cancer  research. The Canadian Cancer Society has
spawned three inaugural “Let’s Talk Cancer”
events this year in Toronto, London, and Ottawa.

In a video interview with the Review, Mathieu
Crupi discusses his research and talks about why
community outreach and fundraising are so
 important to him. Watch the interview:
queensu.ca/alumnireview.

Below, members of Kingston riot. Back row
(left to right): Kelly Brennan, Maximilian Niit,
Stephanie Guy, Catherine Crawford-Brown,
 Mathieu Crupi, Zaid Taha, Victoria Hoskin, Piriya
Yoganathan. Front row (left to right): Carmen Chan,
Katrina Cristall, Nikita Williams.

RET
the ret protein is present on the
surface of cells in the human body; 
it is responsible for receiving signals
from outside a cell and passing on
the messages within the cell.

Relay
Queen’s relay for life is a fundraiser
for the Canadian Cancer society,
which supports investigators at the
Queen’s Cancer research institute
and the Canadian Cancer trials
Group. the 2016 Queen’s event
raised $100,000. the Queen’s relay
for life student volunteers also
organize cancer awareness events
around campus throughout the year.

RIOT
this spring, the kingston research
information outreach team hosted
its second annual “let’s talk Cancer”
event on campus. More than 250
local high school students visited
Queen’s to learn about cancer
biology, research opportunities, and
new developments in treatments.



This vision called on all of us to look to our
illustrious past for inspiration and build on
Queen’s 175-year legacy. As alumni, donors,
volunteers, and members of the Queen’s family,
you answered this call and took the initiative 
to invest in a future committed to our students 
and graduates, to enhance the ways in which 
they can make the greatest positive impact on 
our changing world.

Ten years ago, we committed to strengthening
those aspects essential to the Queen’s of the past
and present – our reputation for quality, our
history of producing outstanding graduates at 
all levels, and our enduring student and alumni
spirit of initiative. 

The Initiative Campaign focused on four priority
goals: to become the destination for exceptional
people, to enhance our students’ learning
experiences, to secure our global reputation 
in discovery and inquiry, and to nurture a
supportive community. 

The commitment from the alumni and Queen’s
community has proved a powerful one. Indeed,
your dedication and commitment brought us
together and took us well beyond our initial
ambitious goal of $500 million, to a historic 
$640-million total. 

The impact of your contributions can be seen
across the university, across Canada, and
throughout the world. Here at home, the creation
of new scholarships and bursaries has reduced
barriers and increased the accessibility of a Queen’s
education to a wider pool of talented students. 

Of course, it is not enough just to welcome new
students to our campuses. We also have to
provide the learning experiences to unlock their
potential and unleash their passions. Thanks to
your generosity, the Queen’s experience will now
include new learning spaces and enhancements
to our existing classrooms, libraries, and labs, to
create an unprecedented opportunity for dynamic
learning, collaboration, innovation, and discovery.

As our campus has grown over the last decade, 
so too have the possibilities within it, including
the creation of 23 new research chairs and
professorships, helping to ensure that Queen’s
will continue to be a home to ground-breaking
research and scholarship, and new achievements
in the performing arts, for many years to come.

The future of our students and faculty has also
been brightened, enhancing our ability to support
the people who live, work, and study at Queen’s.
From our state-of-the-art Athletics and Recreation
Centre, to our new “embedded” counsellors, to
our innovative programs designed to help our
students cope with the stresses that can make 
the transition to university especially challenging—
together we have elevated our support to the
university community. 

As I reflect on all that has been achieved and look
ahead to an exciting future for Queen’s, I am filled
with an enormous sense of pride in my alma mater
and profound gratitude for your commitment and
generosity. Together we have set in motion a new
chapter for Queen’s by building on the wisdom of
the past, compelled by the urgency of the present,
and inspired the possibilities of the future –
thank you for your enduring spirit of initiative. 

Cha Gheill!

Daniel Woolf, Artsci’80
Principal and Vice-Chancellor
Queen’s University

Queen’s launched the Initiative Campaign
in 2006, at a critical juncture in our history,
with a vision of the future of the university. 

“The Queen’s experience…
will create an unprecedented
opportunity for dynamic
learning, collaboration,
innovation, and discovery.”
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146,000 
gifts made during

the campaign 

Queen’s

$640,000,000 

Queen’s - Initiative Campaign

donated

THANK YOU!

4,952
new 

Grant Hall Society 
members

$115 million
exceeding our parallel

$100 million goal

38% growth in 
the endowment $919 M

over the life of 
campaign 

$572 M

$10.9 million 
donated to the Queen’s fund

625 
student awards 

created

$85 million 
towards 
scholarships 
and bursaries

32,000 
donors made their 

FIRST 
gift to Queen’s

35,000 
alumni made gifts
to the campaign

              



The naming of the Stephen J.R  Smith School of Business in 
elevated one of the world’s premier business schools, and its
international reputation for innovative approaches to business
education. The students of Smith Business are tomorrow’s leaders 
in business, economic and social development. 

 

In , Queen’s became home to one of the premier teaching facilities
in North America, helping to attract the best medical students, faculty
and staff, and provide an unparalleled educational experience for our
doctors of tomorrow.

The Isabel Bader Centre for the Performing Arts- “The Isabel,” is 
home to a performing arts series featuring internationally acclaimed
and brilliant emerging artists, drama and music performances, 
film and media screenings, multi-media installations, special events, 
and a multitude of community events.

Highlights from an
unprecedented decade 

in Queen’s history.

Visit queensu.ca/initiative for more stories and pro�les of those who made the Initiative Campaign a success.
Watch for the complete Initiative Campaign report coming November 2016.

INITIATIVE CAMPAIGN
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The redesigned classrooms of Ellis Hall enhance student learning outcomes with 
a focus on active and collaborative learning. 

For almost a century, Richardson Stadium has been the literal and figurative rallying
point for Queen’s students and alumni. This legacy continues into Queen’s th
year with the revitalization of the stadium.

The extraordinary gift of Rembrandt’s Portrait of a Man 
with Arms Akimbo () has been greeted with much
excitement, attracting a stream of visitors to the Agnes
Etherington Art Centre since its unveiling in April . 
The masterpiece gives students and researchers a unique
opportunity to experience an original work right on campus.

Named in , the Dan School of Drama and Music has
enriched the learning and research environment for its
students. With a powerful new vision for its programs and 
new resources to support its development, it aspires to become 
the pre-eminent school of drama and music in Canada. 

In , one of North America’s largest mining schools was named the 
Robert M. Buchan Department of Mining, enhancing and enriching the learning
experience for students, and equipping them for the increasingly interlinked
technical, economic, social, and regulatory factors in today’s mining industry.

Building on the tradition of the original structure, the 
Goodes Hall Expansion at the Smith School of Business 
enables interactive learning and research while furthering 
the school’s vision to be one of the world’s most innovative
and influential business schools.

1               
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YOURgl bal
ALUMNI NETWORK

Welcome young alumni!
the global alumni network is welcoming the class of 2016 and Queen’s young alumni (2006-2016) in true tricolour
spirit! Join an event in your area, like those listed below, or check out queensu.ca/alumni/events to find an event in
your area. don’t see your area listed and want to help spread the tricolour spirit? Contact branches@queensu.ca for all
opportunities to get involved. although these events are designed with young alumni in mind, all alumni are wel-
come to attend.

Calgary – young alumni open house – sept. 15
Edmonton – young alumni mixer – sept. 15
Kingston – young alumni night – date tBC
Montreal – Welcome pub night and brewery tour – sept. 15
Ottawa – shakers and stirrers featuring nik nanos – sept. 22
Toronto – Queen’s night out – sept. 23

don’t see an event in your area? visit queensu.ca/alumni/events to see the full calendar, or contact
branches@queensu.ca for more information.
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Upcoming events
Calgary
Nov. 26 – Chancellor Lougheed memorial ceilidh wine
and cheese with special guest Principal Woolf
the Calgary wine and cheese night returns to the
lougheed house! as well as great food and wine, alumni
guests will enjoy a journey back in time through guided
tours and tales of this grand estate. We are pleased to
welcome Principal Woolf to the event this year.

Montreal
Sept. 15 – McAuslan Brewery tour and pub night
Join us in welcoming new Montreal alumni at our annual
get-together at Mcauslan Brewery, where you’ll have the
opportunity to learn about the craft on a brewery tour
starting at 7:30 pm (spaces limited). Food and
refreshments will be available for purchase throughout
the evening.

Nov. 10 – Queen’s Law alumni reception in Montreal
Join your fellow Queen’s law alumni for a reception at
Clyde & Co Canada, 1700-630 Boul. rené-lévesque o.

New York City
Oct. 15 – Terry Fox Run in Central Park
Join fellow Queen’s alumni as we participate in the 2016
new york City terry Fox run in Central Park. the 5k family

fun run/walk is an annual event supporting cancer
research at the Memorial sloan-kettering Cancer Center
in new york. We look forward to seeing everyone
running in their tricolour again this year!

Ottawa
Oct.26 – Queen’s Law alumni reception in Ottawa
Join us for a reception for law alumni at norton rose
Fulbright Canada llP, 45 o’Connor st., suite 1500.

Nov. 2 – Ottawa Branch over 50s luncheon 
with david Gordon, Professor and director, school of
urban and regional Planning, department of
Geography and Planning.

Toronto
Nov. 30 – Toronto Branch Award reception
save the date! Join us to celebrate this year’s recipient,
sheila Murray, Com’79, law’82. For more details, see
page 45. 

Vancouver
Nov. 24 – Kathleen Beaumont Hill Award reception
save the date! Join the vancouver Branch as we honour
this year’s recipient, heather Clarke, nsc’66. For more
details, see page 45.

Celebrate Queen’s 175th around the world
Can’t make it back to campus for homecoming and Queen’s 175th celebrations? your global alumni network has you
covered! Join us at one of the events listed below, or check queensu.ca/alumni/events to see if an event is
happening in your area. don’t see one and want to organize one? Contact branches@queensu.ca to get started.

Canada
Brockville – 
luncheon featuring
dr. Barbara reeves –
oct. 3
Calgary – 
175th celebration
and homecoming
football game – 
oct. 15
Edmonton – 
175th celebration
and homecoming
football game – 
oct. 15

Sudbury – 
175th celebration
and homecoming
football game – 
oct. 15
Toronto – 
tams and
touchdowns in to –
oct. 15
Vancouver – 
175th celebration –
oct. 15
Victoria – 
175th celebration –
date tBC

USA
Atlanta, Ga. – 
175th celebration
and homecoming
football game – 
oct. 15
Boston, Mass. – 
175th celebration – 
date tBC
New York, N.Y. – 
175th celebration – 
oct. 15

International
Australia – 
175th celebration – 
date tBC
London, U.K. – 
175th celebration – 
date tBC
Hong Kong – 
Global oil thigh 
and young alumni
event – 
oct. 15

don’t see an event in your area? visit queensu.ca/alumni/events to see the full calendar, or contact
branches@queensu.ca for more information.

Montreal – 
175th celebration –
date tBC
Okanagan – 
175th celebration
and homecoming
football game – 
oct. 15
Ottawa – 
175th celebration
and homecoming
football game – 
oct. 15

events.queensu.ca  facebook.com/queensualumni
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EXlibris New books by faculty and alumni

J. robert oppenheimer called the first atomic bomb “tech-
nically sweet,” yet as he watched it explode in new Mexico
in 1945, he also thought of the line from The  Bhagavad-
Gita: “now i am become death, the destroyer of worlds.”
theoretical physicist, scientific director of the Manhattan
 Project, and a man whose name has become synonymous
with the atomic bomb, oppenheimer was and still is a con-
troversial figure. Following the 70th anniversary of the
Manhattan Project, lindsey Michael Banco’s new book, The
Meanings of J. Robert Oppenheimer, examines how oppen-
heimer has been represented in biographies, fiction,
comics, film, television, and other media. the book  offers
insights into the rise of nuclear culture, the  figure of the
scientist, and how we think about the relationship be-
tween history, imagination,  science, and nuclear weapons.
Lindsey Michael Banco, Ma’03, Phd’08, is an associate
professor of english at the  university of saskatchewan.

Brock Jones, artsci’00, is co-author of a new book:
 Prosecuting and Defending Youth Criminal Justice Cases: 
A Practitioner’s  Handbook. the book follows the life of a
youth criminal justice case from beginning to end, with
commentary and analysis. Practical guidance, checklists,
charts, and precedents help readers navigate the criminal
youth justice process, which includes interviewing clients,
arrest and bail matters, trial, and acquittal or sentencing
issues. Brock Jones is a Crown attorney in toronto. since
2012, he has been an adjunct professor at the Faculty of
law, university of toronto, where he teaches a course on
the Youth Criminal Justice Act. he is also the recipient of the
2016 oBa’s heather Mcarthur Memorial young lawyers’
award for his exceptional contributions to the practice of
law in ontario and to the ontario Bar association.

Greg Marquis, Phd’87 (history) has a new book out: The
Vigilant Eye: Policing Canada from 1867 to 9/11. the book
begins with the english and irish roots of 19th-century
British north american policing, then traces the develop-
ment of the three models of law enforcement that would
shape the  future: the local rural constable, the  municipal
police department, and the paramilitary territorial con-
stabulary. the book examines the  development of

provincial police services, whose  expansion coincided
with the rise of mass automobile ownership and contro-
versies over alcohol  prohibition and control, and their
eventual absorption into the rCMP. in terms of political
policing, the vigilant eye has monitored, harassed 
and disrupted various social and political movements
 ranging from Fenians to communists, Quebec separatists 
to  environmentalists. dr. Marquis teaches in the
 department of history and Politics at the university 
of new Brunswick st. John, where he specializes in
 Canadian history and criminal justice history. 

an old record player; an unposted letter; a pair of pearl
earrings never purchased; a badly written poem from
the woman you love:  tokens, gifts, and objects lost or 
left behind, desired or not wanted at all. these are the
starting points for the stories in Worldly Goods, a new
 collection by Alice Petersen, Phd’99 (english). the
 stories reveal that ownership is more than possession,
for the author shows how small objects stand as markers
of our  attempts to communicate with each other. Ms.
 Petersen’s first short story collection, All the Voices Cry
(2012), was awarded the Quebec Writers’  Federation
 Concordia  university First Book Prize.

Michael J. Prince, MPa’76, is the author of Struggling 
for Social Citizenship: Disabled Canadians,  Income Security,
and Prime  Ministerial Eras. the Canada Pension Plan
 disability benefit is a monthly payment available to
 disabled citizens who have  contributed to the CPP and
are unable to work regularly at any job. this book covers
the  program’s origins and implementation, liberalization
of benefits, and more recent restraint and reorientation.
it examines how disability has been  defined in programs
and distinguished from ability in given periods, how
these distinctions have operated, been administered,
contested and regulated, as well as how, through
 income programs, disability is a social construct and
 administrative category. 

dr. Prince holds the lansdowne Chair in social Policy
at the university of victoria. B
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marketplace
To place your ad, email advert@queensu.ca

R E A L  E S TAT E

Ottawa Real Estate. Buying or sell-
ing in the nation’s capital? let me put
my 30 years experience to work for
you! references gladly provided. Jeff
rosebrugh, artsci’81, sales represen-
tative, royal lePage  Performance
 realty. toll free 1.877.757.7386. 
jeff@jannyjeffandshan.com.
www.jannyjeffandshan.com.

T R AV E L / VAC AT I O N  R E N TA L S

Rainforest Ecolodge in south  Pacific
Costa rica owned and operated by
Maureen (sc’81) and John (sc’78)
 Paterson. 10% off for Queen’s
alumni. info@riomagnolia.com,
www.riomagnolia.com

M A R K E T P L A C E  A D  I N F O R M AT I O N  Classified-style and small
display ad placements available. ad sizes are flexible. Please contact the
advertising Coordinator for further information. advert@queensu.ca
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QUAA PRESIDENT’S
message

Our tricolour spirit was in full display through-
out our spring convocation season and with

that we have welcomed 4,528 new Queen’s
alumni to the family! 

For those of you who have just graduated –
 welcome to your alumni association – a dynamic
global community of close to 150,000 alumni
ready to connect with you wherever in the world
your degree has taken you. The association’s
 mission is simple: “To reach out and foster a
 lifelong association with Queen’s, to engage 
our members in the life and work of the univer-
sity, and to serve the alumni community in all  
its diversity.”

The alumni association has branches in many
communities and countries around the world
and our quaa branch volunteers are ready to
 welcome you. It is a great way to get to know a
new community, or find a network at home that
can help with a job search. Even when travelling,
check out our website to find events that are
 happening around the globe – and see what your

Welcome to the family

fellow alumni are doing in diverse places from
Shanghai to Seattle to Sydney. Even if it is not
your home branch, you would be welcome to 
join in on any of the fun and engaging events
 happening.

Your membership in the alumni association
also provides you with discounts and access to  
on-campus amenities. If you have not yet applied
for your Queen’s alumni card, do so today. With
this, you get a 15% discount on Via Rail, and other
benefits and discounts through TruCash. It will
also allow you access to the campus libraries and
pubs whenever you return to Kingston.

As an association member you have access to
programs and services offered by our affinity
 partners. You can show your tricolour pride and
support your alma mater when you apply for and
use your Queen’s Mastercard, adorned with the
iconic Grant Hall. A portion of every purchase is
donated to Queen’s. 

As with all families, it is important to celebrate
milestones, and this year we are celebrating two. 
I am honoured to be the 55th volunteer president
of our association as the quaa celebrates its 90th
anniversary and we are delighted to join in the
celebrations for Queen’s 175th birthday. As part of
the 175th celebration, we are asking our alumni
around the world to submit a “Global Oil Thigh”
video. Gather some friends – or use a selfie stick –
don some tricolour and take a video singing the
Oil Thigh. Show where you are in the world with
a backdrop that shows off your community –
 perhaps it’s your dock at the cottage; maybe it’s
the Eiffel Tower. Make it fun and be creative. 
You can submit your video through the Queen’s
website at queensu.ca/alumni. You may see
 yourself on the big screen at Homecoming!

Cha Gheill!

B Sue Bates, Artsci’91
Volunteer President, quaa

quaa.President@queensu.ca
@quaaPresidento
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Our mission is simple: “To reach out
and foster a lifelong association
with Queen’s, to engage our
members in the life and work of the
university, and to serve the alumni
community in all its diversity.”



Imagine
that

To a child, anything is possible. With Alumni Term Life Insurance,
you can help your loved ones live their dreams. Get a quote today and see how 
affordable it is to protect their future.

To learn more visit www.manulife.com/queensmag
or call toll-free 1-888-913-6333

ALUMNI TERM LIFE INSURANCE

Get an online quote 
      for Alumni Term 
      Life Insurance 
      to enter!

Get an online quote 

No purchase necessary. Contest open to Canadian residents who 
are the age of majority in their province or territory of residence 
as of the contest start date. Approximate value of each prize is 
$1,000 Canadian. Chances of winning depend on the number of 
valid entries received by the contest deadline. Contest closes 
Thursday, December 8, 2016, at 11:59 p.m. ET. Only one entry 
per person accepted. Skill testing question required.

Underwritten by 

The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company.
Manulife and the Block Design are trademarks of The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company 
and are used by it, and by its affiliates under license. 
© 2016 The Manufacturers Life Insurance Company (Manulife). All rights reserved. Manulife, 
PO Box 4213, Stn A, Toronto, ON M5W 5M3.

           



RETURN UNDELIVERABLE CANADIAN ADDRESSES TO:

Queen’s Alumni Review Magazine
Queen’s University
99 University Avenue
Kingston, ON k7l 3n6
review@queensu.ca

PM41089017

NOT YOU?
Want to get the
digital magazine
instead?
Let us know.
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               ss: 50 Place Crémazie, Montreal (Quebec) H2P 1B6.

      1-888-589-5656 
  /queensalumni

y          
program, which offers preferred insurance rate   
discounts and great protection, that is easily adapted to your 
changing needs. Plus, every year our program c   
supporting your alumni association, so it’     ’s a grs a gre     
and show you care at the same time. Get a qu   

Our extended business hours make it easy.
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Due to provincial legislation, our auto and recreational vehicle insurance program is         
*Nationallyy, 90% of all of our clients who belong to a professional or an alumni group (under, 90% of all of our clients who belong to a professional or an alumni group 
an agreement with us and who insure a home (excluding rentals and condos) and           
rate for groups and the multi-product discount. Savings are not guaranteed and may 

® The TD logo and other TD trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Ban
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               ss: 50 Place Crémazie, Montreal (Quebec) H2P 1B6.
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HOME | AUTO

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   
   

  

    y Meloche Monnex Financial Services Inc. 

  MMUM INSURANCE COMPANY) that have 
         e insurer without the preferred insurance 

  es, other 
    dapted to your 

 contributes to 
eat way to save 

  uote today! 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   
   

  

The TD Insurance Meloche Mon    
in Ontario, and by TD Insuranc                  

Ask for y      
or visit m

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   
   

  

written by SECURITY NA    nnex program is under    ATIONAL INSURANCE COMPTIONAL I  
     ce Direct Agency Inc. in the rest of Canada. Our addres        

  your quote today at  
  melochemonnex.com

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

   
   

  

Due to provincial legislation, our auto and recreational vehicle insurance program is         
*Nationallyy, 90% of all of our clients who belong to a professional or an alumni group (under, 90% of all of our clients who belong to a professional or an alumni group 
an agreement with us and who insure a home (excluding rentals and condos) and           
rate for groups and the multi-product discount. Savings are not guaranteed and may 

® The TD logo and other TD trade-marks are the property of The Toronto-Dominion Ban
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              a car on July 31, 2015 saved $415 when compared to the premiums they would have paid with the same insurer without the prefer
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